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Quailfinch by Wayne Jones 

Wattled Ibis by David Hoddinott 

Tour Summary 
 

This fantastic tour through some of the more 

iconic and ‘birdy’ sites of Ethiopia began straight 

off the end of a successful and memorable 

extension to the Omo Valley. Having returned to 

the capital city, and our now familiar hotel, we 

headed out early on the first morning to Lake 

Cheleleka. This body of freshwater, although 

heavily impacted by urbanisation and 

increasingly reduced in surface area by 

agriculture, is a phenomenal birding spot, with 

several sought-after birds possible. Our morning 

began by ‘picking up’ some of the more common 

and widespread species in the agricultural fields 

adjacent to the lake, which included Speckled 

Pigeon, the seemingly ubiquitous Swainson’s 

Sparrow, African Sacred, Wattled and Hadada Ibises, mixed flocks of Red-billed Quelea, Northern Red 

Bishop and Vitelline Masked Weavers and several doves, including Dusky Turtle, Mourning Collared, 

Red-eyed, Laughing and Namaqua, all in good numbers.  

 

An area of moist grassland with some smaller pools of water held Spur-winged and Egyptian Goose, 

Yellow-billed Duck, Red-billed Teal, several Knob-billed Ducks, Red-knobbed Coot, and Abdim’s and 

Marabou Storks; whilst overhead we saw a lovely Greater Spotted Eagle and watched a female 

Western Marsh Harrier quartering slowly and low over the open grassland in search of a meal. Both 

African Fish Eagle and Yellow-billed Kites were a common sight throughout the morning spent 

searching the lake area.  

 

Lake Cheleleka is renowned for its cranes, 

and one of the main reasons for our early 

start was to be able to see the large numbers 

of Common Crane that use the lake to roost 

overnight before flying off in impressive 

numbers to their foraging grounds. Although 

numbers of these graceful and elegant birds 

were not as high as previous years, we 

nevertheless managed to get great views of 

birds in flight and some that were still 

standing in the lake water, awaiting warmer 

temperatures before heading off. Having 

enjoyed these birds, we were then pleasantly 

surprised to find two Black Crowned Cranes, 

albeit at a distance. This stunning species 

was seen by all as we watched both birds take 

off and fly to a remote corner of the lake. This turned out to be the only sighting of this crane on the 

tour, which made it all the more special! 

 

Visiting Ethiopia in November provides the opportunity of observing several migratory species of birds 
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Golden Jackal by Heinz Ortmann 

Banded Barbet by Heinz Ortmann 

and, in particular, some of the larger eagles. This first morning was no exception, as along with the 

resident Tawny Eagle and previously mentioned Palearctic migrant Greater Spotted Eagle, we had 

good views of the impressively large Steppe and Eastern Imperial Eagles on this first morning! 

Hirundines were also a constant presence, either over the lake or in the nearby agricultural fields, where 

we found Barn Swallow, Sand, Brown-throated and Common House Martins. 

 

On the main lake waterbody, anatids were 

abundant, with good numbers of both 

Fulvous and White-faced Whistling Ducks 

complemented by migratory Northern 

Shoveler and a handful of Southern 

Pochards. Along the shoreline, Common 

Ringed and Little Ringed Plovers, Glossy 

Ibis, Black-winged Stilt and Pied Avocet 

were some of the notable highlights. Gull-

billed and White-winged Terns were both 

present in good numbers at the lake. The 

bizarre Hamerkop, an adult Egyptian 

Vulture, a small flock of the scarce Horus 

Swift and unbeatable views of a male 

Quailfinch were other standouts before 

leaving this fantastic spot.  

 

The second stop was at the nearby Lake Hora. Here the diversity of species was appreciably lower, but 

there were several good birds seen, including both Pink-backed and Great White Pelicans before we 

made our way to Lake Bishoftu for lunch. This little lake would provide some memorable birds whilst 

we enjoyed a lovely lunch. A prominent tree with several exposed branches just below the restaurant 

deck had, at different times, Blue-breasted Bee-eater, Banded Barbet, Lesser Striped and Red-rumped 

Swallows and Rock Martins, to name a few. African Darter, Little Grebe and a Common Buzzard 

flying over the lake were all seen well. We also had our first glimpses of Black-winged Lovebird, great 

looks at Rueppell’s Weaver, Mocking Cliff-Chat and Little Rock Thrush whilst there. 

 

The rest of the day was spent travelling from Lake 

Bishoftu to Weliso and our lovely lodge for the 

night. Although there were no pre-planned birding 

stops on the route, we did manage to find several 

further new species to add to our burgeoning list, 

which included White Stork, Montagu’s Harrier, 

Lanner Falcon, Whinchat, Tree Pipit and the 

endemic Erlanger’s Lark. Arriving at our 

accommodation in the late afternoon, we were 

almost immediately greeted by the resident Guereza 

Colobus and Grivet Monkeys that occur within the 

lodge gardens. A short walk around the property in 

the late afternoon to early evening produced several 

Silvery-cheeked Hornbills, a fantastic male Brown-

throated Wattle-eye, Ethiopian Boubou, a pair of 

Ethiopian Orioles and good looks at the resident group of Yellow-spotted Rock or Bush Hyraxes. 
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Geladas by Markus Lilje 

 

The second day of this fabulous tour took us to the impressive Gibe Gorge for the better part of the day, 

before making our way to Debre Birhan for our overnight stay. Whilst waiting for our drivers to finish 

up with formalities at the park office, we enjoyed the view of the gorge and a few birds in the form of 

Yellow-fronted Canary, Vinaceous Dove and, surprisingly, our only sighting of Bruce’s Green Pigeon 

on the tour, before descending into the valley below. A mixed flock at a woodland stop held Red-

headed Weaver, Northern Crombec, Willow Warbler, Northern Puffback and one of our first targets for 

the day: Yellow-rumped Seedeater. Overhead, raptors were prominent, with all of Pallid Harrier, 

Booted and Long-crested Eagle and the rare Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle seen well during our morning 

birding the gorge. Corvids were also well-represented, with Fan-tailed Raven, and Pied and Cape Crow 

found with relative ease and each on more than one occasion.  

 

Common woodland species included Blue-spotted Wood Dove, Helmeted Guineafowl, Village Weaver 

and several Bush Petronias, amongst others. Specials here in the woodland included the dazzling 

Abyssinian Roller, Levaillant’s Cuckoo, gregarious Grey-backed Fiscal, a number of kingfisher 

species, with Grey-headed, Striped and African Pygmy all new for the trip, and our only sighting of 

Familiar Chat for the tour. Migrants were prominent, with Pied and Isabelline Wheatears impossible to 

miss, the attractive Ortolan Bunting, Spotted Flycatchers hawking insects from prominent perches and 

several warblers, such as Eurasian Blackcap, Lesser Whitethroat and Eastern Olivaceous Warbler were 

seen well.  

 

Once at the river, we were treated to superb views of Pied Kingfisher, Three-banded Plover and a pair 

of African Wattled Lapwing; whilst also enjoying the presence of several large Nile Crocodile and a 

pod of Hippopotamus in the river. Wire-tailed Swallows flew busily back and forth and Red-faced 

Cisticola called noisily from within the reedbeds lining the banks of the river. Seedeaters were coming 

in to drink and enjoy a quick bath as temperatures began to rise. The suite of species included 

Abyssinian Waxbill, Bronze Mannikin, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, the common Red-billed Firefinch, 

the scarce Bar-breasted Firefinch and an absolute bonus in the form of a stunning male Black-faced 

Firefinch! All of these birds highlighted what had been an enjoyable and rewarding day of birding. 

Whilst in the gorge, we were also privileged to see large troops of Olive Baboon, the large Nile 

Monitor Lizard and even had a good sighting of Golden Jackal! We returned to our lodge, having had a 

superb day and looking forward to our visit to the Ankober Escarpment the following morning.  

 

Early the next morning, we spent some time 

along the breathtaking Ankober Escarpment 

(Gemassa Gedel area) before heading along 

the Melka Gebdu track and exploring the 

woodland habitat and the river, where we 

were to have our ‘bush’ lunch. Driving to 

our first site of exploration, we came across 

a flock of well over 100 White-collared 

Pigeons, which provided a great start to the 

day! Walking along some of the 

breathtaking escarpment, we were treated to 

a brief but nevertheless fantastic encounter 

with some forty or so Gelada Baboons as 

they foraged in the alpine heath-like 

grasslands. This must be one of the standout 
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Blue-winged Goose by Heinz Ortmann 

Bearded Vulture by David Hoddinott 

moments of any tour to Ethiopia, when experiencing a sighting of these strange monkeys.  

 

Not far from where we had found the baboons, 

we also had several Moorland Chats, Eurasian 

Crag Martins and a lovely adult Bearded 

Vulture before starting to search, in earnest, for 

one of the main targets of the area, the Ankober 

Serin. Whilst looking for this rather drab 

seedeater, we did manage to get great looks at 

several Thekla Larks, good numbers of the 

attractive Ethiopian Siskin and both Streaky and 

Brown-rumped Seedeaters. We did eventually 

manage to get superb looks at an Ankober Serin 

and with that target seen well, we made our way 

from the cool highland atop the escarpment 

down the Melka Gebdu track. Before leaving the 

escarpment, however, we were fortunate to see a 

further two Bearded Vultures that provided the exclamation point to an incredible morning’s birding! 

 

The woodland areas along the Melka Gebdu track support a completely different suite of birds to what 

we had seen and experienced earlier that morning. Emerald-spotted Wood Dove, Brown Snake Eagle, 

Common Kestrel, Common Bulbul and Fork-tailed Drongo were prominent in the dry woodland. 

Along the river, where we had our lunch, we were spoilt by several great bird sightings, including 

Malachite Kingfisher, African Paradise Flycatcher, African Silverbill, Crimson-rumped Waxbill and a 

staggering four species of wagtail: Grey, White, Western Yellow and Mountain! Whilst we enjoyed our 

lunch and watched the birds come and go, the local special for which we had come, Yellow-throated 

Seedeater, also made an appearance and was seen well by all in the group!  

 

Returning to the escarpment, we waited 

patiently in the hope of finding more 

Gelada baboons. Unfortunately, we were 

out of luck that particular afternoon, and 

had to be content with finding African 

Stonechat, several Nyanza Swift and the 

neat Brown Woodland Warbler. The 

remaining daylight hours were spent 

driving to our accommodation in Debre 

Birhan, where along the way, a stop at a 

small roadside wetland proved 

surprisingly productive. A pair of Blue-

winged Goose, a young Black Stork and 

several Red-breasted Wheatear were the 

standout species present there. Having 

enjoyed what was to see at the wetland, we 

continued – with Yellow Bishop and 

several of the attractive Groundscraper Thrushes being noteworthy highlights before reaching our 

accommodation for a well-deserved night’s rest!  
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Northern Carmine Bee-eaters by Heinz Ortmann 

The adventure continued at full pace early the next morning, with a long drive to the Jemma Valley, 

well before first light, to search for several special birds found only in that region. Entering the valley, 

we found White-billed Starling, Rueppell’s Black Chat, the scarce Fox Kestrel, Northern Fiscal and 

Black-winged Red Bishop before making a roadside stop whilst our drivers prepared another wonderful 

‘bush’ meal. Hemprich’s Hornbill, Singing Cisticola, Blue Rock Thrush, Abyssinian Wheatear, Black-

winged Lovebirds, Red-collared Widowbird and a Common Cuckoo were some of the highlights 

around our breakfast area. All of these would, however, be outdone by the two francolin species special 

to this area that we did manage to find after some diligent searching. The larger of the two species, 

Erkel's Francolin, was heard calling and was seen well on a number of occasions before we finally 

managed to find the smaller and scarcer Harwood’s Francolin. Looking down into the impressive valley 

below us whilst enjoying fantastic scope views of this endemic francolin was one of the standout 

moments of the tour!  

 

Having had some great birds and a simply 

delicious breakfast thanks to our amazing 

drivers, we descended further into the valley 

and on to the Jemma and Lomi Rivers. 

Along the Lomi River, we had superb views 

of the ridiculously small Foxy Cisticola, 

striking Black-crowned Tchagra, dazzling 

Half-collared Kingfisher and several noisy 

groups of Abyssinian White-eyes. Further to 

these specials, we were also treated to great 

looks at a group of Black-billed Wood 

Hoopoe, Pin-tailed Whydah, Chestnut-

crowned Sparrow-Weaver and Speckle-

fronted Weaver amongst a host of 

previously seen species. Dark Chanting 

Goshawks were also a regular sight in the 

woodland and at the Jemma River, where we 

enjoyed another lovely lunch and had Spur-winged Lapwing, Pied and African Pygmy Kingfishers, 

Village Indigobird, African Firefinch and Cinnamon-breasted Buntings to keep us distracted from our 

food!  

 

Our time in the valley was coming to a swift end as we made our way back up to the escarpment, where 

more good looks at Mocking Cliff-Chats added further good memories to an already super day. Birds 

had been numerous, but the only notable mammals were a handful of Vervet Monkeys that thankfully 

were not a nuisance when it came to having lunch in the bush. Jemma Valley certainly had outdone 

itself as we continued on to the town of Nazreth, our base for the next leg of the adventure.  

  

The next day would see us travel from Nazreth to the Awash region. The morning’s drive took us past 

several lava fields and Lake Beseka. Before reaching the lava fields, however, we had the good fortune 

of finding several vulture species at a carcass not far from the road. The more numerous and large 

griffon vultures, namely White-backed and Rueppell’s, were joined by a few of the largest African 

vulture, the Lappet-faced or ‘can-opener’ and good numbers of the two smallest species, Hooded and 

Egyptian Vultures. Whilst observing these birds, we noticed Abyssinian Roller, Rattling Cisticola, 

Blue-naped Mousebird and a single Woodchat Shrike in the surrounding woodland.  
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Searching for Sombre Rock Chat by Heinz Ortmann 

Soemmering’s Gazelle by Heinz Ortmann 

Continuing, our next stop was the first of several lava fields that hold the interesting Sombre Rock Chat 

amongst other species. Although we were 

left disappointed in not finding the chat, 

we did have a number of other species, 

which included Yellow-breasted Barbet, 

Shining Sunbird, Blackstart, Bristle-

crowned Starling, Von der Decken’s 

Hornbill, Long-billed Pipit and Striolated 

Bunting – more than making up for the 

lack of success with the chat. Raptors 

were not as prevalent as on previous days, 

but we did have a fantastic immature 

Short-toed Snake Eagle to add to our 

impressive list of raptor species already 

seen on the tour! Hamadryas and Olive 

Baboons were a common sight along the 

road edge and a very dark subspecies of 

Rock Hyrax was also found lazing in the 

early morning sun at the first lava field that 

we made a stop at.  

 

Having enjoyed a simple lunch at our hotel in the Awash region, our next port-of-call was the Bilen 

Plain in the late afternoon. Although dry at this time of year, the habitat holds many good birds and we 

were not disappointed as the afternoon produced a plethora of new species. The open areas held Ring-

necked Dove, Black-winged Kite, Lesser Kestrel and Wattled Starlings, amongst others. The woodland 

edge is where we found Eurasian Hoopoe, Yellow-spotted Petronia, Steppe Grey, Masked, Northern 

White-crowned, Red-tailed and Woodchat Shrikes, Red-billed Oxpecker and Nile Valley Sunbird. 

Denser thicket and tangle produced the stunning Black Scrub Robin, a female Nubian Woodpecker and 

the rare Menetries’s Warbler.  

 

In the late afternoon to early evening, we birded 

around a small wetland. A single Barbary 

Falcon, not seen by all, unfortunately, flew over 

at rapid speed whilst hundreds of Chestnut-

backed and Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Larks 

were present on the bare soil patches 

surrounding the wetland. We caught glimpses of 

a Common Nightingale in the dense Acacia 

thicket and watched as Black-crowned Night 

Herons flew over to their nocturnal foraging 

sites. Shorebirds present included Common 

Snipe, Little and Temminck’s Stints, and Green, 

Wood and Common Sandpipers. Good numbers 

of Northern Carmine Bee-eater were a stunning 

addition of colour to the area as they hawked 

insects at the wetland edge. Mammals in the 

area included the dainty Salt’s Dik-Dik and our 

first encounter with Common Warthog for the 
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Kori Bustard by Heinz Ortmann 

Beisa Oryx by Heinz Ortmann 

tour. We waited at the wetland as dusk approached and with it came the arrival of probably hundreds of 

noisy Lichtenstein’s Sandgrouse coming in to have a quick drink. Several Slender-tailed Nightjars 

present in the area were seen well and having had great views of these last two mentioned species, we 

headed back to our hotel.  

 

Our next area to explore the following day 

was that of the Alledgehi Plains in the 

morning, and subsequent to that, Awash 

National Park in the afternoon. The plains 

provided good views of several sought-

after species, including Kori and Arabian 

Bustard, Black-headed Lapwing, good 

numbers of Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse, 

Double-banded Courser was seen in the 

open areas, Tawny Pipit, Singing Bush 

Larks and small flocks of Greater Short-

toed Larks, amongst others. Added to the 

birds on the plains were sightings of 

Grevy’s Zebra, Soemmering’s Gazelle, 

the bizarre-looking Gerenuk and the 

graceful Beisa Oryx. The adjacent 

woodland proved productive as well, with 

Yellow-necked Spurfowl, Rufous Chatterer, Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin, Brubru, African Grey 

Hornbill, White-bellied Go-away-bird, Abyssinian Scimitarbill and good numbers of vultures, which 

included White-headed, White-backed, Hooded and Lappet-faced!  

 

Lunch was at our lodge, with the spectacular Awash Falls in the background. Later that afternoon, we 

would drive along the Ilala Sala plains area. White-browed Sparrow-Weavers and Cut-throat Finches 

were numerous, and we had great sightings of both Buff-crested and White-bellied Bustard – which 

meant it was a 4 bustard day! Salt’s Dik-Dik, Soemmering’s Gazelle and Beisa Oryx provided a nice 

variety to the many birds seen that afternoon. The standout sighting for the day would come late that 

afternoon, as we found four Scissor-tailed Kites! This is a bird not often seen on Ethiopian tours, and 

what a bird it is! Although we could not find any Hartlaub’s Bustard, the sighting alone of these 

graceful kites was a wonderful bonus.  

 

We had a full day to explore the park the 

next day to make the most of our time 

there. Further visits to the Ilala Sala plain 

did not produce any better results in terms 

of locating the ever-elusive Hartlaub’s 

Bustard, but we still had a fantastic day 

with many fantastic new and ‘not so new’ 

birds for the tour. Two larks that were 

new for the trip were Gillett’s Lark and 

after a bit of effort, we located the range-

restricted and impressively large Red-

winged Lark. African Harrier-Hawk, 

meanwhile, represented the only new 
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White-cheeked Turaco by Markus Lilje 

raptor for the tour on this day. Woodland species included African Grey Flycatcher, Eastern Yellow-

billed Hornbill, Cardinal Woodpecker, the stunning Rosy-patched Bushshrike, the impressive vocal 

repertoire of Slate-coloured Boubou, noisy groups of Red-billed and White-headed Buffalo Weavers, 

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah, Green-winged Pytilia and Beautiful Sunbird, amongst others.  

 

‘Little Brown Jobs’ or ‘LBJs’ were noticeable too, as we found Ashy and Desert Cisticola, Mouse-

coloured Penduline Tit and White-browed Scrub Robin in and amongst the more richly-coloured 

species. From the lodge, we found Yellow-billed Stork, Eastern Plantain-eater, and Little and African 

Palm Swift. It was a great mammal day, as we encountered new species such as Lesser Kudu, Spotted 

Hyaena, Black-backed Jackal and Bat-eared Fox, as well as having further good sightings of Salt’s 

Dik-Dik, Soemmering’s Gazelle and Beisa Oryx. That evening, a bit of time spent searching at and 

after dusk produced Three-banded Courser, Greyish Eagle-Owl and two much sought-after nocturnal 

birds in Plain and Star-spotted Nightjar! It had been another hugely successful day!  

 

Before leaving our wonderful lodge and Awash National Park, we did some birding around the lodge 

early the next morning. Crested Francolin, Buff-bellied Warbler, White-rumped Babbler, Shikra, 

Common Nightingale and Pearl-spotted Owlet were all recorded before the drizzle became a bit heavier 

and we returned to the lodge for breakfast. Our journey took us back to Lake Beseka and the 

surrounding lava fields, where again the Olive and Hamadryas Baboons were a constant presence on 

the roadside. A wetland at the lake edge held Marsh Sandpiper, Striated, Squacco and Grey Heron, and 

Great and Little Egrets. Nearby, we finally managed to locate the previously elusive Sombre Rock Chat 

and had better views of Blackstart and Blue Rock Thrush. A brief roadside stop before lunch allowed 

everyone their first looks at a male Common Rock Thrush before heading on to Nazreth for lunch.  

 

The afternoon drive took us all 

the way to our beautiful lodge 

on the shores of Lake Langano. 

Arriving in the late afternoon 

meant precious little time for 

birding, but we did manage to 

at least find some good birds 

before dark. The lake edge had 

Common Greenshank, Senegal 

Thick-knee, Reed Cormorant, 

Goliath and Purple Heron, 

African Pied Wagtail and 

Lesser Swamp Warbler as new 

additions to our ever-growing 

list. Grey-headed Gulls, and 

Gull-billed and White-winged 

Tern were seen flying over the 

water, eagerly searching for one last meal before day’s end. In the lodge gardens, some managed to 

find Yellow-fronted Parrot, White-cheeked Turaco, Silvery-cheeked Hornbill and the tiny Red-fronted 

Tinkerbird. Having had another jam-packed day, everyone enjoyed a great dinner and restful evening 

before getting a much-needed night’s rest. 

 

Our next day was another full schedule with lots of birding, which began in lush riparian woodland that 

could almost be classified as forest on the border of Lake Langano. With it being a new habitat for the 
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Yellow-fronted Parrot by David Hoddinott 

Northern White-faced Owl by Heinz Ortmann 

tour, it also provided the group with opportunities for many new species, and the list for the morning 

was simply staggering! This particular area that we walked around in the early to mid-morning is 

exceptional when it comes to species diversity, and the sheer numbers of birds present thus presents 

quite a challenge in terms of covering a decent area in the short time we had available to us. This 

limiting factor notwithstanding, we headed off with much excitement and eager anticipation for what 

lay ahead.  

 

With a lot of fruit present on the trees in 

the area, it was no surprise that there was 

an abundance of fruit-eaters present as 

well. These included Black-billed and 

Double-toothed Barbets, Sharpe’s and 

Violet-backed Starlings, White-cheeked 

Turaco, Bare-faced and White-bellied Go-

away-birds, African Olive Pigeon, 

Tambourine and Lemon Doves, endemic 

Yellow-fronted Parrot and numerous 

Black-winged Lovebirds! Black Saw-

wings flitted and flew around at canopy 

level, African Goshawk was seen high 

above the canopy, Little and Spectacled 

Weavers moved noisily through the 

tangles and Black Scimitarbill was briefly 

spotted.  

 

Common Redstart provided the by now familiar Palearctic migrant touch to the morning; whilst in the 

undergrowth, we managed good looks at both Red-capped and Ruppell’s Robin-Chats. Eastern Grey 

Woodpecker, African Thrush, Woodland and African Pygmy Kingfisher, Red-shouldered 

Cuckooshrike, Greater and Scaly-throated Honeyguides, a stunning pair of Abyssinian Ground 

Hornbills, Tawny-flanked Prinia and Northern Black Flycatcher were some of the other specials 

recorded during our walk in the area. Arguably the standout, though, was getting close up views of a 

male Narina Trogon! Having returned to our lodge for a well-earned meal, we were further treated to 

superb views of White-winged Black Tit, Double-toothed and Banded Barbets, as well as a rather 

inquisitive Gambian Sun Squirrel, before making our way back on the road. 

 

Some locals helped us locate both Northern White-

faced Owl and Verreaux’s Eagle-Owl at a site near 

Lake Langano. Whilst there, the group had the good 

fortune of finding Clapperton’s Francolin, Red-

fronted Barbet and arguably the best sighting of 

Superb Starlings thus far. Having enjoyed the owls 

and with some distance still to cover for the day, we 

made our way on to Lake Shala and Abijata. These 

lakes were difficult to get to for various reasons, but 

we still managed to get some birding in although the 

very distant Lesser and Greater Flamingos were a bit 

of a disappointment. White-rumped Swift and a 

distant Black-chested Snake Eagle were new species 
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Spot-breasted Lapwing by Heinz Ortmann 

Mountain Nyala bull by Wayne Jones 

seen overhead; whilst we also enjoyed 

superb views of over 100 Common 

Crane, good numbers of Great White 

Pelican, White-breasted Cormorant, 

Pied Avocet, Black-necked Grebe and 

Cape Teals as the day drew to its 

inevitable close. Our overnight stop 

was in the nearby large town of 

Shashamane.  

 

The dawn of this day brought with it 

the excitement of getting closer to the 

highlands, Bale Mountains and the 

famous Sanetti Plateau. Our day 

would take us from Shashamane to 

Goba via Dinsho which lies within the 

Bale Mountains National Park.  

 

Our first bit of birding on that day was at a small highland wetland that proved extremely productive. 

African, Plain-backed and Red-throated Pipit, Ethiopian Cisticola, African Stonechat, bold Black Crake 

and Rouget’s Rail, Red-breasted Wheatear and the attractive Abyssinian Longclaw were all seen well. 

Brown-rumped and Streaky Seedeaters, Ethiopian Siskin and Yellow-crowned Canary were evident 

throughout the day. The impressive Thick-billed Raven was another seen particularly well during our 

morning drive to Bale Mountains National Park. Again, with the help of some local kids, we were able 

to enjoy a nesting Cape Eagle-Owl that appeared unperturbed at our presence or that of a rather pesky 

and noisy Abyssinian Thrush nearby.  

 

Continuing on toward Dinsho, we made 

a stop at another fantastic small 

wetland once in the Bale Mountains 

National Park. Here we were spoilt 

with numerous Blue-winged Geese, 

Red-breasted Wheatear, Eurasian Teal 

and the mega target for the area, the 

Spot-breasted Lapwing. We spent some 

considerable time enjoying and taking 

in the spectacle of seeing around 75 of 

these attractive birds! A little further on 

along this road, we found Black-

winged Lapwing and a number of 

fantastic mammals. The abundance of 

Common Warthog is somewhat strange 

at such a high altitude, and we enjoyed 

watching these strange pigs go about 

their grazing whilst kneeling, as well as 

having the privilege of seeing several 

Bohor Reedbuck and the impressive endemic Mountain Nyala. The latter species is almost entirely 

restricted to the Bale Mountains these days, and with the males weighing up to 300 kg (Beisa Oryx, for 
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Bale Mountains scenery by Heinz Ortmann 

Abyssinian Woodpecker by David Hoddinott 

comparison, max out at 240 kg), makes this an extremely impressive and special antelope to see. We 

were truly spoilt, and having enjoyed these amazing beasts, we continued on towards Dinsho.  

 

At Dinsho, we acquired the services 

of the local guide to help us in 

locating some of the more difficult 

to find local specials in the 

afternoon. Here we had great views 

of a few female Mountain Nyala 

before finding arguably the biggest 

bird special of the area, the 

Abyssinian Owl. We spent a good 

while trying to see the bird well 

enough before everyone was happy, 

but not content with only one owl, 

the local guide pointed us to the 

resident pair of African Wood Owl 

on their day roost! A phenomenal 

feat of 3 owl species within a few 

hours! We had our sights set on 

several other specials of the area 

whilst there, and managed to get great looks at the strange Abyssinian Catbird and a pair of White-

backed Black Tit; whilst also having good views of more Abyssinian Thrushes and Baglafecht Weaver, 

and a single Common Duiker before making our way from Dinsho to Goba, where we would be based 

for the next two nights.  

 

This day did not initially go quite as planned; due to the poor state of the road to Sof Omar, the 

decision was made to abort that mission and rather head up to the Sanetti Plateau. We had, however, 

seen Western Barn Owl before deciding to turn around and head back to Goba. This day would give us 

extra time in trying to find all the specials found in this vast landscape and hopefully a greater chance 

of seeing Africa’s most endangered carnivore, the Ethiopian Wolf. Little did we know that this year 

would prove to be one of the most difficult for anyone to see these wolves! 

 

A short walk on the lower to mid-slopes of the 

Bale Mountains allowed us great views of the 

much sought-after Abyssinian Woodpecker, in 

what could be argued as being one of the top 

sightings of the trip! Furthermore, we found 

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler, usually a shy 

skulker, with fantastic looks on this occasion. 

Other specials included Montane White-eye, 

Abyssinian Catbird, Common Chiffchaff, 

Yellow-bellied Waxbill and Tacazze Sunbird. 

Heading up in elevation, we had a fantastic 

view of an adult Verreaux’s Eagle in flight 

before it disappeared seemingly as quickly and 

quietly as it had come. Higher up toward the 

Sanetti Plateau, we enjoyed our first looks at 
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Ruddy Shelduck by Heinz Ortmann 

Moorland Francolin by David Hoddinott 

Chestnut-naped Francolin, which we would see regularly over the next few days.  

 

The weather was not ideal, with low clouds 

and passing showers, but we nevertheless 

found Ruddy Shelduck and Red-billed 

Chough whilst travelling across the plateau. 

Both species are interesting in that they occur 

widely throughout Europe and have isolated 

populations in the Bale Mountains. Mammals 

were evident in the form of several species of 

rodent. Blick’s Grass Rat and Black-clawed 

Brush-furred Rat were easily the most 

numerous, and we also had great looks at the 

attractive Ethiopian Highland (Starck’s) Hare, 

as well as eventually finding some of the 

bizarre Giant Mole Rats. Giant Mole Rats are 

the staple food for Ethiopian Wolves, but 

although we saw several of these mole rats, we did not have any luck in finding a wolf on either 

crossing of the plateau.  

 

We passed over the plateau and descended the other side to the Harenna Forest, where we had our 

packed lunch within the confines of the bus due to the rain. After lunch, the drive back was highlighted 

by the bad weather mostly and only once across the plateau and descending back to Goba did it lighten 

up ever so slightly. This short gap in the rain allowed us to enjoy a lovely Mountain Buzzard before 

returning to our accommodation for the night.  

 

We thankfully had another full day to enjoy the 

wonders of the Sanetti Plateau the following day, 

and were also hoping for much-improved 

weather. In the early morning sunlight, we were 

able to find the localised subspecies of Brown 

Parisoma as we made our way up to the park 

entrance. Snaking our way up to the plateau, we 

again had several wonderful sightings of 

Chestnut-naped Francolin before finding a 

cracking Cape Eagle-Owl taking in the early 

morning sunshine on an exposed rocky outcrop. 

This was a real bonus to find in such a manner! 

Once atop the plateau, we walked around in 

search of the much more difficult Moorland 

Francolin. Whilst looking for these shy birds, we 

did manage to get distant views of two Wattled Cranes, much to the delight of some of the guests. A 

last attempt at the call of the francolin yielded a distant response, which resulted in decent scope views 

of a covey of three of these birds!  

 

Nearby, we had enjoyed probably the best views of an impressive male Mountain Nyala before finding 

the francolins. Further along the plateau, we made the completely unexpected find of a Lesser Sand 

Plover at one of the wetlands. This bird probably should have won an award for ‘most lost’ on the trip! 
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Ethiopian Wolf by Markus Lilje 

Another great find was that of an adult Martial Eagle soaring high over the plateau – not a common 

sight in these parts. We made a return crossing before heading on to our lodge on the edge of the 

Harenna Forest for lunch. What this meant was that we had made five crossings of the Sanetti Plateau 

and had not seen a single Ethiopian Wolf! Again, we had seen many Giant Mole Rats and other 

rodents, but none of their predators. It was most frustrating but at the same time understandable, as 

there are fewer than 150 wolves left in the Bale Mountains.  

 

After lunch, later that afternoon, the group was given the option of heading back up to the plateau to 

where another birding group had seen two wolves the previous afternoon, or to do some birding at a 

relaxed pace around the lodge. Those that stayed enjoyed African Dusky and Abyssinian Slaty 

Flycatchers, as well as a Black Sparrowhawk; whilst some of the guests and one of the guides, made 

the painful bus journey back to the plateau. On the way back up to the plateau, we had the good fortune 

of finding Klipspringer antelope as well as the local subspecies of Bushbuck, known as Menelik’s 

Bushbuck!  

 

We arrived in the area where the other 

birding group had found two wolves 

playing the previous afternoon, with 

not much hope of a repeat sighting. 

After spending a few minutes 

scanning the area, we noticed a shape 

appearing over the horizon, and then 

two! There they were, two adult 

Ethiopian Wolves! Although they 

were distant, it was an unbelievable 

feeling to find these amazing and 

endangered animals. It was also 

evident by the reaction of two local 

Ethiopians that had joined us for the 

drive that this was a very special 

moment for them too. We watched as 

they made their way down the slope to 

an area of bare soil where the female then lay down. With the help of the scope we were able to see her 

two tiny pups wander out of the den and begin suckling and playing! This was unreal! Not only were 

we watching Africa’s most endangered carnivore, we were watching two puppies that appeared to have 

been leaving the confines of their den for the first time judging by their overall clumsiness! It was an 

experience never to be forgotten and one that made this drive very much worthwhile. Having had 

extended scope views and enjoyed the wolves for the better part of twenty minutes, we decided to turn 

around and make our way, very satisfied, to our lodge. This had been arguably the best day of the trip!  

 

Having had a preceding day that would be difficult to outdo, we started this next day with some birding 

around our beautiful lodge in the Bale Mountains before breakfast. This would prove to be a fantastic 

idea, as we enjoyed close up views of Abyssinian Ground Thrush and African Hill Babbler amongst 

others. After breakfast, our journey for the day would take us through the impressive Harenna Forest 

and eventually to the much drier woodland and the town of Negele. 

 

The drive through the Harenna Forest produced some fantastic moments, not only birding ones. 

Slender-billed Starling and Black-and-white Mannikin were two of the specials picked up along the 
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Ruspoli’s Turaco by Markus Lilje 

way, but both were outdone by simply unbeatable views of at least half a dozen Abyssinian 

Crimsonwings! These fantastic seedeaters were seen on the road and at the road edge feeding on 

seeding grasses, and provided everyone with great views. This sensational bird would be outdone a 

short while thereafter by one of the most sought-after cats on the African continent. One can imagine 

our surprise to find a Caracal, on the road, during the day, in a large forest! Even more surprising was 

the fact that she remained on the road even as we slowly followed her in the bus. This allowed quite 

incredible views of this rarely seen cat! Only once there was shorter and not so wet grass on the road 

edge did she move off the road, allowing us to pass without disturbing too much. It was a once-in-a-

lifetime sighting, and provided everyone with another special memory of Ethiopia! 

 

The habitat changed quite dramatically as we 

dropped in elevation until we reached a roadside 

lunch stop in some decent dry woodland habitat 

near a small stream. Here we had great views of 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird, Northern Wheatear and the 

scarce Red-billed Pytilia. After lunch, we continued 

on our journey to Negele, finding Eastern Chanting 

Goshawk, White-browed Coucal, Lilac-breasted 

Roller, Red-and-yellow Barbet, Northern Red-billed 

Hornbill, Ethiopian Swallow and Striped Ground 

Squirrel along the way – amongst many species we 

had already seen before. The last official birding 

stop for the day produced one of the top prizes for 

any birding trip to Ethiopia, Ruspoli’s Turaco. On 

this trip, the bird was located almost immediately 

and we had fantastic, extended looks at two 

different individuals before making our way to 

Negele, where we would stay the next two nights.  

 

Our aim the next morning was to search for a 

critically endangered lark species amongst other 

birds on the Liben Plain and then drive down the 

Bogol Manyo road toward Somalia. Unfortunately, 

we had no luck in finding Archer’s Lark, but had 

great success with a number of other specials whilst walking both the short and heavily grazed areas 

and taller grass of the plains here. Pectoral-patch Cisticola, Somali Short-toed Lark, White-crowned 

Starling, Hartlaub’s Bustard, two Temminck’s Coursers and Shelley’s Sparrows were all found here. 

Flying over the plains at different times were Montagu’s, Pallid and Western Marsh Harrier and only a 

short distance further along the Bogol Manyo road, we counted no less than 47 Kori Bustards!  

 

Heading down the Bogol Manyo road, we soon found the localised endemic White-tailed Swallow and 

several Somali Crows. Yellow-necked Spurfowl and Crowned Lapwing were a common sight along the 

road in more open patches between woodland. A short stop to walk in some woodland proved to be 

very successful. Here we had Three-streaked Tchagra, White-crested Helmetshrike, Somali Bunting, 

Grey-headed Batis, Dodson’s Bulbul, Acacia Tit, Variable Sunbird, Reichenow’s Seedeater and Black-

headed Oriole, to name a few. The standout, though, was finding the attractive Salvadori’s Seedeater!  

 

This day was also fantastic for raptors in general as we added Pygmy Falcon, Grey Kestrel, and 
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White-winged Collared Dove by David Hoddinott 

Ayres’s and African Hawk-Eagles to the 

long list of raptor species already seen 

on this successful tour. Our lunch spot, 

again in the bush on the side of the road, 

was simply fantastic from a birding and 

food perspective! The list of new birds 

here included Black-throated Barbet, 

Taita Fiscal, Scaly Chatterer, Hunter’s 

Sunbird, two pairs of Pygmy Batis, Pale 

Prinia, Pringle’s Puffback, a young male 

Golden Pipit, Somali Crombec and a 

Northern Grosbeak-Canary in about an 

hour of casual birding! Our drive back 

was again subject to some rain, but we 

did have both Isabelline and Red-backed 

Shrike, a pair of Pintail on a small dam 

and Boran Cisticola before heading back 

to our accommodation in Negele. Although we missed the lark, this had been another phenomenally 

successful day of birding!  

 

The Ethiopian journey continued the next morning with another early start – in other words, before first 

light – with a long drive for most of the day from Negele to Yabello. For some, this early start resulted 

in brief views of Serval, Common Genet and African Wild Cat. The Dawa River was the first area for 

some birding that day; whilst our trusty drivers prepared breakfast. This was delayed for quite some 

time, however, by a large herd of Camels that herders were attempting to force across the bridge over 

the river. It was quite comical at times, as the Camels did their level best to resist the crossing, but 

eventually did get across, so we made our way to our breakfast spot. 

 

The dry scrub and woodland near the river 

would produce another completely new set 

of species. The major target here was the 

White-winged Collared Dove, which we 

eventually saw well in the nearby village. 

Other specials included Red-fronted 

Warbler, Red-naped Bushshrike, Upcher’s 

Warbler, Yellow-bellied and Yellow-vented 

Eremomelas, Grey Wren-Warbler, Grey-

backed Camaroptera, Yellow-breasted 

Apalis, Crimson-rumped and Common 

Waxbills, and Shining and Eastern Violet-

backed Sunbirds. After breakfast, our route 

took us through more dry woodland, which 

produced Gabar Goshawk, Purple Roller, 

Diederik and Klaas’s Cuckoos, Chestnut 

Weaver and White-bellied Canary, amongst 

others. At our lunch stop, we had the fascinating experience of watching a large Black Mamba deep 

within the thicket. Nearby, there was Bare-eyed Thrush, Spotted Palm Thrush, Banded Parisoma, 

Common Whitethroat, Purple Grenadier and Black-cheeked Waxbill whilst we enjoyed lunch. 

Vulturine Guineafowl by Markus Lilje 
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Golden-breasted Starling by Wayne Jones 

Streseman’s Bush Crow by Heinz Ortmann 

 

The small village of Dhas near to our 

lunch spot produced some fantastic 

birds. Both Black-capped and Grey-

capped Social Weavers and the 

amazing sight of breeding male Straw-

tailed and Steel-blue Whydah all 

feeding on fallen seeds in the village 

was one to remember! After that, we 

made our way to the Soda plains, but 

before reaching them, had our first 

sightings of the strange-looking and 

much sought-after Vulturine 

Guineafowl! This was again turning 

out to be a successful birding day for a 

mostly travel day. 

 

The soda plain and surrounding 

savannah that we visited in the late afternoon was a fantastic end to a super day. Not only did we have 

our first sighting of Stresemann’s Bushcrow, but this was complemented by great views of D’Arnaud’s 

Barbet, Somali Fiscal, Short-tailed Lark and three Somali Coursers! It had been a day jam-packed with 

special birds; and not to be outdone by the birds, the day also had its fair share of special mammals. 

These included Desert Warthog, Lesser Kudu, Unstriped Ground Squirrel, Guenther’s Dik-Dik, Grant’s 

Gazelle and, undoubtedly, the mammal highlight was that of a group of Gerenuk browsing in the Soda 

plain savanna in the late afternoon. We arrived in Yabello in the early evening, having had another 

great day on this Ethiopian adventure.  

 

The following day allowed us a full day to enjoy 

the birding in the Yabello area. The early 

morning produced Foxy Lark, Red-bellied 

Parrot, Marico Sunbird, more good sightings of 

Stresemann’s Bushcrow, Little Bee-eater and 

Tiny Cisticola. We also had repeat sightings of 

Martial Eagle and African Hawk-Eagle and at 

our lodge, managed to find Eurasian Golden 

Oriole. This day overall allowed us great views 

of many birds not seen well before, including 

Orange-breasted and Grey-headed Bushshrikes, 

Northern and Red-faced Crombecs, White-

browed Robin-Chat and Red-headed Weaver. It 

was a quite unbelievable day for starlings, with 

Greater Blue-eared, Golden-breasted, 

Rueppell’s, Superb, Shelley’s and White-

crowned all seen well.  

 

In the afternoon, we visited the ‘Stone Elephant Rock’ area, where we almost immediately found 

Brown-tailed Rock Chat and found the only Lesser Masked Weaver for the trip. The remainder of the 

afternoon’s birding did not produce the expected sighting of Vulturine Guineafowl, but we did have the 
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African Pygmy Goose by David Hoddinott 

good fortune of finding more Straw-tailed Whydahs and as many as nine more Steel-blue Whydah 

males in breeding plumage! Mammals were few and far between, with the usual Unstriped Ground 

Squirrel and Olive Baboons being seen, as well as Rock Hyrax. The evening rain prevented us from 

finding any nightjars, and so we returned to our hotel for a relaxed evening.  

 

The journey on this day was from Yabello all the way to Lake Awassa. It was essentially a full travel 

day, and we hoped to arrive at our lodge at Lake Awassa timeously to allow for some late afternoon 

birding there. A short stop at a patch of indigenous forest in the early morning allowed us further good 

views of Ethiopian Oriole and Yellow-fronted Parrot but, unfortunately, we only heard Grey 

Cuckooshrike whilst there. Whilst travelling, the other notable birds were Wahlberg’s Eagle, which 

was a new bird for the tour, and a wonderful male Abyssinian Ground Hornbill. We arrived at our 

beautiful lodge on the shores of Lake Awassa in the afternoon and having sorted out rooms, we decided 

to head out for some birding whilst the weather was good and the daylight allowed it.  

 

At our lodge, there were White-rumped Babblers 

and Red-winged Starlings before we got to the 

jetty that allowed some birding along the lake 

edge. This spot proved rewarding, with good 

views of several new species whilst we were 

there. Lesser Swamp, Sedge and Little Rush 

Warblers were all seen well in the lakeside 

vegetation; whilst Lesser Black-backed and 

Black-headed Gulls flew noisily overhead. The 

gulls were joined by Gull-billed Terns, Pied 

Kingfisher and several African Fish Eagles that 

provided arguably the best sightings of this 

species for the trip here. Black-headed and 

Purple Herons were also in attendance, African 

Jacana being particularly vocal and common here, 

and we even managed to get fantastic views of a 

pair of African Pygmy Geese. All these sightings were trumped by one small bird, however. Having 

seen a good number of the bold and obvious Black Crakes, it came as a complete surprise to find one 

Little Crake. This would be a contender for bird of the trip as it had only been recorded a handful of 

times before on trips to Ethiopia! Having had a wonderful short birding session, we returned to our 

lodge and had a wonderful dinner. 

 

The final full day of the tour dawned and it was decided to try to find a few more specials in the 

vegetation of the lake near the jetty. That final morning outdid the previous afternoon, as we found two 

Little Crakes (!), two Allen’s Gallinule, Common Moorhen and African Swamphen. The lodge garden 

also provided some fantastic new birds, as we found Red-throated Wryneck and three African Spotted 

Creepers before leaving the lodge for the nearby fish market. A short walk along the lake edge allowed 

us views of Marabou Stork, Pallas’s Gull, African Spoonbill, Intermediate Egret and several Banded 

Martins, amongst others. A stop at a lodge en route had us finding Green Malkoha, a Greyish Eagle-

Owl and lovely views of Slender-tailed Nightjar on day roost. A final wetland stop was also very much 

worthwhile, as we found African Black Duck, Garganey and had further good views of Common Snipe 

amongst many other previously seen species.  
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Ankober Escarpment scenery by Heinz Ortmann 

Our journey, unfortunately, did have to come to an end as we arrived back at the hotel in Addis Ababa, 

where this amazing journey had started 18 days earlier, having had many amazing experiences and seen 

a tremdnous amount of amazing things. It really had been a fantastic Ethiopian adventure! Our last 

night together was a memorable one as we enjoyed a traditional dinner and entertainment before saying 

our goodbyes and heading our separate ways.  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Annotated List of species recorded 
 

Birds (503 in total: 7 heard only)  
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows Gill, F and D Donsker (Eds). 2017. IOC World Bird List (v 7.1).  

Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Ostrich Struthionidae 

Somali Ostrich (VU)  Struthio molybdophanes  

A total of 10 birds seen on the Aledeghi Plains of the Afar region.  
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Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata  

Numerous (100+) at Lake Cheleka on the first morning. 

Fulvous Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna bicolor  

Seen in association with the previous species at Lake cheleka, less numerous (approx. 40 birds).  

Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis gambensis  

The largest anatid in Africa was seen well at Lake Cheleleka and later again at Lake Awassa.  

Knob-billed Duck  Sarkidiornis melanotos  

We had 8 of these lovely ducks at Lake Cheleleka.  

Blue-winged Goose (VU)  Cyanochen cyanoptera  

An Abyssinian highland special that was found at several locations including the Sanetti Plateau of 

the Bale Mountains.  

Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiaca  

The most commonly encountered duck species seen on 11 different dates.  

Ruddy Shelduck  Tadorna ferruginea  

Seen on several occasions on our crossings of the Sanetti Plateau of the Bale Mountains.  

African Pygmy Goose  Nettapus auritus  

A scarce duck that was seen at Lake Awassa only on this trip.  

Cape Teal 

We had two of these birds at Lake Shala. 

Anas capensis 

 

Yellow-billed Duck  Anas undulata ruppelli  

Seen at Lake Hora, Lake Cheleleka, a small wetland near Debre Birhan, en route to Goba and the 

Sanetti Plateau. 

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata  

Good views at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Abijata and en route to Goba. 

Red-billed Teal  Anas erythrorhyncha  

Seen only at Lake Cheleleka. 

Northern Pintail  Anas acuta  

Two birds were seen foraging in a dam along the Bogol Manyo road. 

Garganey  Anas querquedula  

Another species that was seen at Lake Awassa on the final day. 

Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca crecca  

Seen well at a wetland en route to Goba. 

Hottentot Teal  Anas hottentota  

Found on the last day at Lake Awassa. 

Southern Pochard  Netta erythrophthalma brunnea  

Seen at Lake Cheleleka.  

 

Guineafowl Numididae 

Helmeted Guineafowl                                           Numida meleagris 

Seen in Gibe Gorge, Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road and en route to Yabello. 

Vulturine Guineafowl Acryllium vulturinum 
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We had about 50 of these strange-looking guineafowl on the drive from Negele to Yabello.  

 

Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies Phasianidae 

Moorland Francolin (NT)  Scleroptila psilolaema psilolaema  

Three birds were seen well but distantly on the Sanetti Plateau. 

Crested Francolin  Dendroperdix sephaena  

Seen at our lodge in Awash NP, the Bishangari area, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to Yabello, and the 

Yabello area.  

(H) Scaly Francolin  Pternistis squamatus schuetti  

Heard only in the Bishangari area. 

Clapperton's Francolin  Pternistis clappertoni  

Seen well by some in woodland at Lake Langano.  

Harwood's Francolin (VU)  Pternistis harwoodi  

After much searching, we finally obtained great views of one of these francolins in the Jemma Valley. 

Chestnut-naped Francolin  Pternistis castaneicollis  

A regular sight in the Bale Mountains.  

Erckel's Francolin  Pternistis erckelii  

We found this special francolin in the Jemma Valley. 

Yellow-necked Spurfowl  Pternistis leucoscepus  

Seen in woodland on the Alledeghi Plain, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to Yabello, and the Yabello 

area. 

 

Grebes Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe                                                           Tachybaptus ruficollis capensis 

Seen at Lake Bishoftu, Jemma Valley, Lake Langano, wetland en route to Goba and a wetland on the 

Bogol Manyo road.  

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis  

Ten birds were seen distantly at Lake Shala. 

 

Flamingos Phoenicopteridae 

Greater Flamingo    Phoenicopterus roseus  

Seen in association with the following species at Lake Abijata and Lake Shala. 

Lesser Flamingo (NT)  Phoeniconaias minor  

Seen at Lake Abijata and Lake Shala, albeit distantly. 

 

Storks Ciconiidae 

Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis  

Seen in Awash NP and Lake Langano.  

Black Stork  Ciconia nigra  

Seen at a small wetland near Debre Birhan and later near Lake Beseka. 

Abdim's Stork  Ciconia abdimii  

This stork was seen near Weliso, Gibe Gorge, en route to Dinsho, the Bale Mountains and the Liben 

Plain.  
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White Stork  Ciconia ciconia ciconia  

Seen en route from Lake Bishoftu to Weliso and in the Jemma Valley. 

Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumenifer  

A common sight through the first half of the tour and again at Lake Awassa near the fish market. 

 

Ibises and Spoonbills Threskiornithidae 

African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus  

The most often seen ibis with sightings on 10 days. 

Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash nilotica  

Seen at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Hora, Lake Langano and at our accommodation at Lake Awassa. 

Wattled Ibis  Bostrychia carunculata  

These noisy ibises were seen on 7 different days with the best views coming in the highlands near 

Dinsho and the Bale Mountains. 

Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus  

Seen at Lake Cheleleka. 

African Spoonbill  Platalea alba  

Seen only on the final morning at Lake Awassa. 

 

Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns Ardeidae 

Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax nycticorax  

Seen at dusk at Bilen. 

Striated Heron  Butorides striata atricapilla  

A singleton was seen at a wetland near Lake Beseka. 

Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides  

Seen well at Lake Cheleleka, Bilen, Lake Langano and Lake Awassa. 

Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  

Numerous sightings on the 6 different days that we saw this species.  

Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea cinerea  

Seen at various lakes near Addis Ababa, Jemma Valley, near Lake Beseka and Lake Langano. 

Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala  

Surprisingly only seen at Lake Awassa. 

Goliath Heron  Ardea goliath  

The world’s largest heron was seen well at Lake Langano. 

Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea purpurea  

Seen at Bilen, a wetland near Lake Beseka and Lake Awassa.  

Great Egret  Ardea alba  

This large egret was seen at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Hora, wetland en route to Debre Birhan, Bilen and 

Lake Langano. 

Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia brachyrhyncha  

Seen at Lake Awassa on the final morning. 

Little Egret  

 

Egretta garzetta garzetta  

Seen at Lake Hora, Jemma Valley, near Lake Beseka and Lake Langano, and Lake Awassa. 
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Hamerkop Scopidae 

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta umbretta  

A bizarre-looking bird that was seen on 10 different days with good views at several places including 

Jemma Valley and the Yabello area. 

 

Pelicans Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus  

Observed at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Langano, Lake Shala and Lake Awassa. 

Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens  

Seen well at Lake Hora and Lake Awassa. 

 

Cormorants and Shags Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed Cormorant  Microcarbo africanus africanus  

A small freshwater-associated cormorant seen at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Hora, lake Bishoftu and a 

wetland near Lake Beseka.  

White-breasted Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus  

 A large cormorant seen well at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Hora, Gibe Gorge, Lake Langano and Lake 

Awassa. 

 

Anhingas Anhingidae 

African Darter  Anhinga rufa rufa  

Strangely we only saw this species once at Lake Bishoftu. 

 

Hawks, Eagles, and Kites Accipitridae 

Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus caeruleus  

Seen on the Bilen Plain and near to the Liben Plains on the Bogol Manyo road. 

Scissor-tailed Kite                                               Chelictinia riocourii 

This attractive small raptor was seen distantly in Awash NP. A fantastic find on any trip to Ethiopia! 

African Harrier-Hawk  Polyboroides typus typus  

Seen in Awash NP, on the Bogol Manyo road and between Negele and Yabello. 

Bearded Vulture (NT)  Gypaetus barbatus meridionalis  

We had the privilege of seeing three of these endangered birds along the Ankober Escarpment.   

Egyptian Vulture (EN)  Neophron percnopterus percnopterus  

Seen on the first morning at Lake Cheleleka then further sightings between Nazreth and Lake Beseka, 

Awash NP and again near Lake Beseka.  

Hooded Vulture (EN)  Necrosyrtes monachus  

This small vulture was recorded on 13 different days. 

White-backed Vulture (NT)  Gyps africanus  

Seen on 8 different days with the most sightings coming on the drive from Lake Awassa to Addis 

Ababa. 

Rüppell's Vulture (EN)  Gyps rueppelli  

A large griffon vulture seen near Gemassa Gedel, Jemma Valley, between Nazreth and Lake Beseka 

and Awash NP. 
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White-headed Vulture (VU)  Trigonoceps occipitalis  

An attractive vulture that was seen in Awash NP.  

Lappet-faced Vulture (VU)  Torgos tracheliotos tracheliotos  

Seen well en route from Nazreth to Lake Beseka, Awash NP, near Dinsho and Yabello. 

Short-toed Snake Eagle  Circaetus gallicus  

We had sightings on the Bilen Plain and Awash NP. 

Beaudouin’s Snake Eagle                                    Circaetus beaudouini 

A rare sight in Ethiopia, we were fortunate to see this snake eagle in Gibe Gorge. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle  Circaetus pectoralis  

Surprisingly only seen once distantly at Lake Shala. 

Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus  

Seen well on the Melka Gebdu track.  

Martial Eagle (NT)  Polemaetus bellicosus  

We had good views of this eagle on the Sanetti Plateau and in the Yabello area. 

Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis  

The eagle with the great ‘hair-do’ was seen en route to Weliso, in Gibe Gorge and at Lake Langano.  

Greater Spotted Eagle (VU)  Clanga clanga  

We had two of these large eagles on the first day at Lake Cheleleka.  

Wahlberg's Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi  

A small eagle that was seen once near Lake Awassa. 

Booted Eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus  

Another one of the smaller eagles that we managed to find at Gibe Gorge and between Negele and 

Yabello. 

Ayres's Hawk-Eagle  Hieraaetus ayresii  

A sub-adult was seen on the Bogol Manyo road. 

Tawny Eagle  Aquila rapax  

Seen on an impressive 9 different days and every day from Lake Cheleleka to Awash NP.  

Steppe Eagle                                                           Aquila nipalensis orientalis 

A Palearctic migrant seen well on 8 different days with good sightings at Lake Cheleleka, Gibe 

Gorge, Awash NP and on the Liben Plain amongst many others. 

Eastern Imperial Eagle                                         Aquila heliacal 

This impressively large eagle was seen well on the first morning at Lake Cheleleka where we 

observed an adult bird and later on the tour an immature on the Alledeghi Plain. 

Verreaux’s Eagle                                                  Aquila verreauxii 

We had an incredible sighting of a bird as we made our way from Goba into the Bale Mountains. 

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 

This impressive eagle was seen on the Bogol Manyo road and in the Yabello area. 

Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar  

This small accipiter was seen twice on our travel from Negele to Yabello. 

Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates metabates  

This goshawk was observed in Jemma Valley and Awash NP. 

Eastern Chanting Goshawk  Melierax poliopterus  
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Seen well near Negele, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to Yabello, and the Yabello area. 

African Goshawk  Accipiter tachiro  

We had two birds in the Bishangari area.  

Shikra  Accipiter badius sphenurus  

Seen well near our lodge in Awash NP.  

Black Sparrowhawk  

 

Accipiter melanoleucus melanoleucus  

A singleton was seen by some at our lodge in the Bale Mountains.  

Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus aeruginosus  

The best views of this species were had on the first morning at Lake Cheleleka with further sightings 

in Gibe Gorge and the Liben Plain. 

Pallid Harrier (NT)  Circus macrourus  

Seen on an astonishing 10 different days on this trip.  

Montagu’s Harrier                                               Circus pygargus 

It was a pleasant surprise to see this species well on 7 different days including great sightings at 

several locations.  

Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus aegyptius  

Seen on 16 different days with well over 100 birds seen during the first day at lakes near Addis Ababa 

and en route to Weliso.  

African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer  

Seen at Lake Cheleleka, Jemma Valley, near Lake Beseka, Awash NP, Bishangari area, Lake 

Langano and Lake Awassa. 

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo  

Surprisingly only seen on the first day at Lake Bishoftu whilst we were having lunch. 

Mountain Buzzard (NT)  Buteo oreophilus  

We had great views of a single bird as we made our way back from the Bale Mountains to Goba. 

Augur Buzzard  Buteo augur  

One of the most attractive and regularly seen raptors of the trip, seen on 9 days from Lake Cheleleka 

to Lake Awassa.  

 

Bustards Otididae 

Arabian Bustard (NT)  Ardeotis arabs arabs  

A mega target for this trip we were handsomely rewarded with superb views of a single bird on the 

Alledeghi Plains.  

Kori Bustard (NT)  Ardeotis kori struthiunculus  

A huge bird that we saw on several occasions during the tour. Initially we had good views of two 

birds on the Alledeghi Plain and the third and final sighting was of a pair on the soda plains near 

Yabello but undoubtedly the highlight came in between those sightings where we counted 46(!!!) of 

these birds on a stretch of road from the Liben Plain along the Bogol Manyo road, simply 

mindblowing! 

White-bellied Bustard  Eupodotis senegalensis  

We had several fantastic views of these bustards in Awash NP with the majority of the sightings 

coming from the Ilala Sala plains area. 

Buff-crested Bustard                                             Lophotis gindiana 

A superb looking small bustard that we managed to see well on consecutive days in Awash NP 
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including the woodland areas of the Alledeghi Plains. 

Hartlaub’s Bustard Lissotis hartlaubii  

Having missed this bustard in Awash NP we were pleasantly surprised to find as many as four birds 

in taller grassland on the Liben Plain.  

 

Rails, Gallinules, and Coots Rallidae 

Rouget's Rail (NT)  Rougetius rougetii  

We had numerous fantastic sightings of these rails in highland marshes en route to Goba, in the Bale 

Mountains and interestingly on the drive from Yabello to Lake Awassa.  

Black Crake  Amaurornis flavirostra  

We had great views of these bold rallids at Lake Awassa. 

Little Crake                                                            Zapornia parva 

A huge surprise was finding not one, but two of these delightful crakes at Lake Awassa. An extremely 

rare find for this tour! 

African Swamphen                                                Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Two birds were seen well at Lake Awassa. 

Allen’s Gallinule                                                    Porphyrio alleni 

Another fantastic find of two of these birds at Lake Awassa. 

Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  

Seen in Awash NP, a wetland en route to Goba and Lake Awassa. 

Red-knobbed Coot  Fulica cristata  

Seen in good numbers at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Hora and at a small roadside wetland on the road to 

Goba.  

 

Cranes Gruidae 

Black Crowned Crane (VU)  Balearica pavonina ceciliae  

This stunning bird was seen distantly at Lake Cheleleka. 

Common Crane  Grus grus  

We had great views of these cranes at Lake Cheleleka (approx. 70), from the Jemma Valley to 

Nazreth (approx. 100) and at Lake Abijata (approx. 100).  

Wattled Crane                                                       Grus carunculata 

We had good but distant views of two birds on the Sanetti Plateau.  

 

Thick-knees Burhinidae 

Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis  

Recorded in Gibe Gorge, Awash NP and Lake Langano where it was seen best. 

 

Stilts and Avocets Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus  

Surprisingly only seen at Lake Cheleleka on this tour.  

Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta  

These striking birds were present at Lake Cheleleka and Lake Abijata.  
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Plovers and Lapwings Charadriidae 

Spur-winged Lapwing  Vanellus spinosus  

This attractive lapwing was frequently recorded, on 8 different days, with great views in the Jemma 

Valley and Lake Awassa amongst others.  

Black-headed Lapwing  Vanellus tectus tectus  

A stunning bird that was seen well on the Alledeghi Plains. 

Black-winged Lapwing  Vanellus melanopterus melanopterus  

Great views of this lapwing were had between Dinsho and Goba with a later sighting on the Liben 

Plain. 

Crowned Lapwing  Vanellus coronatus  

Seen well in the Bishangari and Lake Langano area, Liben Plain. Bogol Manyo road and from Negele 

to Yabello.  

African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus senegallus  

An attractive large lapwing that was seen only in Gibe Gorge.  

Spot-breasted Lapwing  Vanellus melanocephalus  

We had fantastic views of this stunning lapwing (approx.75 birds) near Dinsho on the way to Goba at 

a lovely highland marsh. 

Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula tundrae  

A single bird was seen well along the shoreline of Lake Cheleleleka.  

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius curonicus  

A total of four birds seen at Lake Cheleleka on the first day. 

Three-banded Plover  Charadrius tricollaris tricollaris  

Seen at Gibe Gorge, the Melka Gebdu track and in the Jemma Valley.  

Lesser Sand Plover  Charadrius mongolus  

We had a bizarre sighting of a single bird at a wetland on the Sanetti Plateau. 

 

Jacanas Jacanidae 

African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus  

As many as 15 birds were seen at Lake Awassa.  

 

Sandpipers and Allies Scolopacidae 

Common Snipe                                                     Gallinago gallinago gallinago 

A singleton was seen at Bilen with 3 more birds later at Lake Awassa. 

Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis  

Observed at Lake Cheleleka, a wetland near Lake Beseka and Lake Langano. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  

Seen in Jemma Valley, near Lake Beseka, Lake Langano and on the Sanetti Plateau. 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  

A scarce sandpiper seen on 5 different days with great views at Bilen and wetlands on the Sanetti 

Plateau.  

Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  

Seen on 6 different days with good views at Lake Cheleleka and Lake Langano amongst others. 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  
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Seen at scattered wetlands on 8 different days.  

Little Stint  Calidris minuta  

A small shorebird that was seen at Lake Cheleleka, Bilen and Lake Langano. 

Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii  

We had good views of this tiny shorebird at Bilen.  

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax  

Seen well at Lake Cheleleka and Lake Langano.  

 

Pratincoles and Coursers Glareolidae 

Somali Courser                                                     Cursorius somalensis 

We had the good fortune of seeing three of these scarce coursers on the soda plains between Negele 

and Yabello.  

Temminck's Courser  Cursorius temminckii temminckii  

A good find on the Liben Plain.  

Double-banded Courser  Rhinoptilus africanus  

Seen well on the Alledeghi Plain and in Awash NP.  

Three-banded Courser  Rhinoptilus cinctus  

We had decent but brief views of three birds at dusk in Awash NP.  

 

Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers Laridae 

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus  

A single bird in non-breeding plumage was seen well at Lake Awassa.  

Grey-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus poiocephalus  

Singletons were present at Lake Langano with more present at Lake Awassa. 

Pallas’s Gull                                                          Ichthyaetus ichthyateus 

The final morning of the tour produced the goods with one of these gulls present at the fish market at 

Lake Awassa. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus  

We saw at least four of these large gulls at Lake Awassa. 

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica nilotica  

A large tern that was seen well at Lake Cheleleka (>50), Lake Langano, Lake Shalla and Lake 

Abijata. 

White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus  

This small tern was present at Lake Cheleleka, Lake Langano, Lake Shalla, a wetland on the Bogol 

Manyo road and finally also at Lake Awassa. 

 

Sandgrouse Pteroclidae 

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles exustus  

Incredibly common (>100) on the Alledeghi Plains with further good views the following day in 

Awash NP.  

Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse  Pterocles lichtensteinii  

We had great views of this sandgrouse on the Bilen Plain, Alledeghi Plain and between Negele and 

Yabello. 
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Pigeons and Doves Columbidae 

Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea guinea  

The most encountered pigeon or dove species, observed on 16 days.  

White-collared Pigeon  Columba albitorques  

We had more than 100 of these stunning pigeons as we ascended the Ankober escarpment with many 

more sightings in the surrounding areas and the day in Jemma Valley. 

African Olive Pigeon  Columba arquatrix  

We found three of these large pigeons in the Bishangari area. 

Lemon Dove  Columba larvata bronzina  

A singleton was seen in the Bishangari area. 

Dusky Turtle Dove  Streptopelia lugens  

Also common, seen around Addis Ababa, Gibe Gorge, Ankober area, Jemma Valley and the 

highlands.  

White-winged Collared Dove  Streptopelia reichenowi 

We found four of these striking doves near the Dawa River. 

Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens  

Common, seen at Lake Cheleleka, Gibe Gorge, Bilen Plain (>100), Awash NP and the Bishangari 

area. 

Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata  

A very common dove on this tour, seen on 14 days. 

Ring-necked Dove  Streptopelia capicola  

Seen at Bilen, Negele, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to Yabello, and the Yabello area. 

Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea  

A dry country dove that was seen at Gibe Gorge and in Awash NP.  

Laughing Dove  Spilopelia senegalensis senegalensis  

A common sight, seen on 12 different days. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur chalcospilos  

This small dove was seen in woodland along the Melka Gebdu track, heard several other times during 

the tour.  

Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer  

Seen in Gibe Gorge, Bishangari and Lake Awassa. 

Tambourine Dove  Turtur tympanistria  

We had great views of at least 10 of these doves during our time in the Bishangari area. 

Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis capensis  

A small neat dove that was seen on 9 different days. 

Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia  

Frustratingly brief views of this pigeon were had before descending into Gibe Gorge. 

 

Turacos Musophagidae 

White-cheeked Turaco  Tauraco leucotis  

It was an absolute delight to find this stunning bird at our lodge on the shores of Lake Langano with a 

subsequent sighting at the small forest patch between Yabello and Lake Awassa.   
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Ruspoli's Turaco (VU)  Tauraco ruspolii  

We had great views of two birds en route to Negele from the Harenna Forest. 

Bare-faced Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides personatus personatus  

Best seen in the Bishangari and Lake Langano woodland with a few sightings much later in the tour 

between Yabello and Lake Awassa.   

White-bellied Go-away-bird  Corythaixoides leucogaster  

A noisy inhabitant of woodland in Awash NP, Bishangari area, the Bogol Manyo raod, Negele to 

Yabello, and the Yabello area. 

Eastern Plantain-eater  Crinifer zonurus  

One of the grey turacos that was seen in Awash NP. 

 

Cuckoos Cuculidae 

White-browed Coucal  Centropus superciliosus superciliosus  

Seen near Negele and on the Bogol Manyo road.  

Green Malkoha  Ceuthmochares australis  

Seen well at a lodge near Lake Awassa on the final day of the tour. 

Levaillant’s Cuckoo  Clamator levaillantii 

This large cuckoo was found in Gibe Gorge. 

Diederik Cuckoo                                                   Chrysococcyx caprius 

An immature bird was seen near the village of Dhas. 

Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas  

Seen at Bishangari and near the Dawa River.  

Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus  

Seen by some in Jemma Valley. 

 

Barn Owls Tytonidae 

Western Barn Owl                    Tyto alba 

Seen near Negele. 

 

Owls Strigidae 

Northern White-faced Owl                                  Ptilopsis leucotis 

We had great views of two of these owls near Lake Langano. 

Cape Eagle-Owl  Bubo capensis dillonii  

With the help of some locals, we eventually had great views of this sought-after owl on the way to 

Dinsho before finding another early in the morning two days later in the Bale Mountains! 

Greyish Eagle-Owl  Bubo cinerascens  

Seen well on a night drive in Awash NP. 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl  Bubo lacteus  

This large owl was a great find near Lake Langano. 

African Wood Owl  Strix woodfordii umbrina  

Two of these owls were found on the day roost in the forest near Dinsho.  

Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum licua  

A small owl that other birds certainly do not appreciate, we found this species early in the morning in 

http://www.rockjumperbirding.com/


Trip Report – RBL Ethiopia Endemics Birding III 2016   31

 
 

 
 

Rockjumper Birding Tours                                                                             www.rockjumperbirding.com 

Awash NP. 

Abyssinian Owl  Asio abyssinicus abyssinicus  

Our local guide helped us locate one of these impressive owls near Dinsho. 

 

Nightjars and Allies Caprimulgidae 

Plain Nightjar  Caprimulgus inornatus  

We had brief but good views of this nightjar on a night drive in Awash NP.  

Star-spotted Nightjar  Caprimulgus stellatus  

A real mega bird that was seen well on a night drive in Awash NP.  

Slender-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus clarus  

Seen at Bilen and later at a lodge near Lake Awassa. 

 

Swifts Apodidae 

African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus  

A slender swift that was seen in Awash NP.  

Nyanza Swift  Apus niansae  

A large brown swift that was seen along the Ankober Escarpment and in the Jemma Valley. 

Little Swift  Apus affinis aerobates  

A small and compact swift seen in Awash NP. 

Horus Swift 

Seen at Lake Cheleleka. 

White-rumped Swift  

Apus horus 

 

Apus caffer  

A single bird was seen at Lake Langano. 

 

Mousebirds Coliidae 

Speckled Mousebird  Colius striatus  

Recorded on at least 10 days from Lake Bishoftu to Lake Awassa at several different localities. 

Blue-naped Mousebird  Urocolius macrourus  

A dry woodland species seen at Bilen, Awash NP and Yabello. 

 

Trogons Trogonidae 

Narina Trogon  Apaloderma narina narina  

A young male was expertly found in the Bishangari area.  

 

Rollers Coraciidae 

Purple Roller  Coracias naevius naevius  

A single bird was seen during our travel day from Negele to Yabello. 

Lilac-breasted Roller  Coracias caudatus lorti  

Another pretty roller that we encountered near Negele, the Liben Plain, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to 

Yabello and the Yabello area. 

Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus  

A stunning bird that was seen well in Gibe Gorge, Bilen and Awash NP. 
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Kingfishers Alcedinidae 

Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala leucocephala  

A Palearctic migrant that was observed in Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley and Lake Langano.  

Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti chelicuti  

Seen in Gibe Gorge and Awash NP. 

Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis  

Two of these lovely kingfishers were seen well in woodland near Lake Langano. 

African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta picta  

A tiny kingfisher seen in Gibe Gorge, Melka Gebdu track, Jemma Valley and the Bishangari area. 

Malachite Kingfisher  Corythornis cristatus  

Seen along the river of the Melka Gebdu track, Bilen and Lake Awassa. 

Half-collared Kingfisher  Alcedo semitorquata  

This was a fantastic find of two birds in Gibe Gorge.  

Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis rudis  

This striking kingfisher was seen well at some of the lakes near Addis, Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley, 

Bilen, Awash NP, Lake Langano and Lake Awassa. 

 

Bee-eaters Meropidae 

Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus  

This small bee-eater was seen well in Awash NP and Yabello.  

Blue-breasted Bee-eater  Merops variegatus lafresnayii  

Seen at Lake Bishoftu, Gibe Gorge, Melka Gebdu track, Jemma Valley, Lake Langano, Bishangari 

area and Lake Awassa. 

(H) Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus 

Heard only in Awash NP.  

Northern Carmine Bee-eater  Merops nubicus  

We had good numbers (>60) of this large and striking bee-eater in the Bilen area and later two birds 

in the Bishangari area. 

 

Hoopoes Upupidae 

Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 

Seen on 7 different dates including good views in Awash NP, Bishangari area and the Bogol Manyo 

road. 

 

Woodhoopoes and Scimitar-bills Phoeniculidae 

Black-billed Wood Hoopoe  Phoeniculus somaliensis  

Seen in the Jemma Valley and Bishangari area. 

Black Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus aterrimus notatus  

A single sighting of this species was had in the Bishangari area. 

Abyssinian Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus minor  

Seen in woodland on the Alledeghi Plain, the Bogol Manyo road and Yabello.  

 

Ground Hornbills Bucorvidae 
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Abyssinian Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus abyssinicus  

A pair was seen in the Bishangari area with a second sighting later in the tour of a male between 

Yabello and Lake Awassa. 

 

Hornbills Bucerotidae 

Northern Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus erythrorhynchus  

First seen near Negele with numerous subsequent sightings on the Bogol Manyo road, Negele to 

Yabello, and Yabello.  

Von der Decken's Hornbill  Tockus deckeni  

Found in the Bilen area, Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road, Negele to Yabello, and the Yabello area. 

Eastern Yellow-billed Hornbill  Tockus flavirostris  

Seen in Awash NP, the Bogol Manyo road, woodland between Negele and Yabello, and the Yabello 

area. 

Hemprich's Hornbill  Lophoceros hemprichii  

We had good views of this hornbill in the Jemma Valley and Bishangari woodland. 

African Grey Hornbill  Lophoceros nasutus nasutus  

Seen in Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road and en route to Yabello from Negele.  

Silvery-cheeked Hornbill  Bycanistes brevis  

A stunning large hornbill that was conspicuous at our lodge near Weliso, Lake Langano and 

Bishangari area and at a forest patch between Yabello and Lake Awassa. 

 

African Barbets Lybiidae 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus pusillus  

Seen at our lodge at Lake Langano, Bishangari area and Yabello.  

(H) Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus  

Heard near Negele.  

Red-fronted Barbet  Tricholaema diademata diademata  

Seen in the Bishangari area and Yabello.  

Black-throated Barbet  Tricholaema melanocephala  

A dry and arid woodland species that was observed on the Bogol Manyo road and near the Dawa 

River. 

Banded Barbet  Lybius undatus  

We had great views of this barbet at Lake Bishoftu and the Bishangari area. 

Black-billed Barbet  Lybius guifsobalito  

Seen on the Melka Gebdu track, Awash NP and best in the Bishangari and Lake Langano area. 

Double-toothed Barbet  Lybius bidentatus aequatorialis  

This large barbet was seen well in the Bishangari area and at our lodge on the shores of Lake 

Langano.  

Red-and-yellow Barbet  Trachyphonus erythrocephalus  

First seen on the drive from the Bale Mountains to Negele with a subsequent sighting in the Yabello 

area. 

Yellow-breasted Barbet  Trachyphonus margaritatus  

A superb bird that we had great views of near Lake Beseka and in Awash NP.  
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D'Arnaud's Barbet  Trachyphonus darnaudii  

A striking barbet that we saw multiple times on the drive from Negele to Yabello and again the 

following day in the Yabello area. 

 

Honeyguides Indicatoridae 

(H) Brown-backed Honeybird  Prodotiscus regulus  

Unfortunately heard only in the Yabello area. 

(H) Lesser Honeyguide  Indicator minor  

Heard only in the Bishagari woodland. 

Scaly-throated Honeyguide  Indicator variegatus  

A shy bird that was seen well in the Bishangari area. 

Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator  

Two sightings, one of an adult male at Awash NP and the second that of an immature bird in the 

Bishangari area. 

 

Woodpeckers Picidae 

Red-throated Wryneck  Jynx ruficollis aequatorialis  

This interesting bird was a welcome find at our lodge at Lake Awassa.  

Nubian Woodpecker  Campethera nubica  

A fairly regular sight with sightings at Bilen, Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road and en route to Yabello 

from Negele.  

Abyssinian Woodpecker  Dendropicos abyssinicus  

Certainly one of the highlights as we found 4 birds on the lower slopes of the Bale Mountains!  

Cardinal Woodpecker  Dendropicos fuscescens  

Seen in Awash NP, the Bogol Manyo road and Yabello.  

Eastern Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos spodocephalus spodocephalus  

An attractive small woodpecker that was found in the Bishaangari area. 

 

Falcons and Caracaras Falconidae 

Pygmy Falcon    Polihierax semitorquatus castanonotus  

A tiny falcon that we managed to see well along the Bogol Manyo road and Yabello area. 

Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni  

First seen on the Bilen Plain with other sightings in Awash NP, en route to Dinsho and the Liben 

Plain. 

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  

The most regularly seen kestrel with sightings on 9 different days from the Melka Gebdu track to 

Yabello. 

Fox Kestrel  Falco alopex  

Always a great find, we saw this kestrel well in the Jemma Valley. 

Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus  

Singletons were seen well along the Bogol Manyo road and the following day as we travelled from 

Negele to Yabello. 

Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus  
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A large falcon seen en route to Weliso, Gibe Gorge, Ankober Escarpment and the highland areas 

including the Sanetti Plateau in the Bale Mountains.  

Barbary Falcon                                                        Falco pelegrinoides 

We had a brief in-flight view of a single bird at Bilen. 

 

African & New World Parrots Psittacidae 

Yellow-fronted Parrot  Poicephalus flavifrons  

An attractive endemic parrot that was seen well in the Bishangari area and at a small forest patch en 

route from Yabello to Lake Awassa. 

Red-bellied Parrot  Poicephalus rufiventris  

An arid woodland species that we observed in the Yabello area. 

 

Old World Parrots Psittaculidae 

Black-winged Lovebird  Agapornis taranta  

A great little parrot that was initially glimpsed in flight at Lake Bishoftu with subsequent good 

sightings at our breakfast stop in the Jemma Valley, numerous at Bishangari (>50 birds) and en route 

to Dinsho. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises Platysteiridae 

Grey-headed Batis  Batis orientalis  

Quite similar to the next species, we found this particular batis along the Bogol Manyo road and near 

Yabello. 

Western Black-headed Batis  Batis erlangeri  

Seen in Gibe Gorge and the Bishangari area. 

Pygmy Batis  Batis perkeo  

First found along the Bogol Manyo road we later had further good views of this tiny batis in 

woodland near the Dawa River. 

Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea aethiopica  

A male was seen well at our lodge near Weliso. 

 

Helmetshrikes and Allies Prionopidae 

White-crested Helmetshrike  Prionops plumatus  

Moving in noisy small flocks of between 6 and 8 birds we managed to have great views along the 

Bogol Manyo road and near Yabello.  

 

Bushshrikes and Allies Malaconotidae 

Grey-headed Bushshrike  Malaconotus blanchoti  

This large bushshrike was eventually found in woodland near Yabello.  

Orange-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus similis  

Seen well in the Bishangari area and Yabello. 

Rosy-patched Bushshrike  Telophorus cruentus  

A superb bushshrike seen well in woodland on the Alledeghi Plain, Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road 

and en route to Yabello.  
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Three-streaked Tchagra  Tchagra jamesi jamesi  

This was one of the top birds during what was a fantastic time birding along the Bogol Manyo road.  

Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus habessinicus  

Only seen in woodland in the Jemma Valley.  

Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis erythreae  

Encountered on a few occasions in Gibe Gorge and the Bishangari area. 

Pringle's Puffback  Dryoscopus pringlii  

We managed to find this puffback species during lunch on the Bogol Manyo road. 

Slate-colored Boubou  Laniarius funebris  

An all-black shrike that we saw well at our lodge in Awash NP, woodland near the Dawa River and at 

our lunch stop near the village of Dhas. 

Red-naped Bushshrike  Laniarius ruficeps rufinuchalis  

A much-desired species that we saw well in woodland near the Dawa River. 

Ethiopian Boubou  Laniarius aethiopicus  

Seen best at our accommodation near Weliso with other sightings on the Melka Gebdu track. 

Brubru  Nilaus afer  

A striking small shrike seen amongst mixed flocks in woodland on the Alledeghi Plains and on the 

Bogol Manyo road.  

 

Cuckoo-shrikes Campephagidae 

(H) Grey Cuckooshrike 

Heard only en route, Yabello to Lake Awassa. 

Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike  

Coracina caesia 

 

Campephaga phoenicea  

A pair was seen in the Bihangari area. 

  

Shrikes Laniidae 

Northern White-crowned Shrike  Eurocephalus ruppelli  

A large shrike that we saw in the Jemma Valley, near Lake Beseka, Awash NP, Bogol Manyo road 

and the Yabello region. 

Red-backed Shrike                                                Lanius collurio 

A single immature was seen well on the Liben Plain. 

Isabelline Shrike  Lanius isabellinus isabellinus  

The only definite and positive id’s of this species were in Gibe Gorge and on the Bogol Manyo road. 

Red-tailed Shrike                                                   Lanius phoenicuroides 

This shrike was seen exceptionally well at Bilen and again on at least three occasions in Awash NP.  

Steppe Grey Shrike  Lanius pallidirostris  

Seen best in the Bilen area and Awash NP.  

Grey-backed Fiscal  Lanius excubitoroides intercedens  

A social fiscal species that was seen well in Gibe Gorge, Lake Langano and the Bishangari area. 

Taita Fiscal                                                              Lanius dorsalis 

Great views of this fiscal were had on the Bogol Manyo road. 

Somali Fiscal  Lanius somalicus  

Found on the Alledeghi Plains, Awash NP and the soda plains en route to Yabello. 
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Northern Fiscal  Lanius humeralis humeralis  

Seen well near Addis Ababa, Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley, near Dinsho and the Harenna Forest. 

Woodchat Shrike  Lanius senator niloticus  

We had great views of two birds at Bilen. 

Masked Shrike  Lanius nubicus  

A neat shrike that was seen well at Bilen and the Bishangari area. 

 

Old World Orioles Oriolidae 

Ethiopian Oriole  Oriolus monacha  

We had great views of two birds at our accommodation near Weliso and again much later in the tour 

at a patch of natural forest en route from Yabello to Lake Awassa. 

Black-headed Oriole  Oriolus larvatus rolleti  

Seen well along the Bogol Manyo road and later at our accommodation in Yabello.  

Eurasian Golden Oriole                                         Oriolus oriolus 

This Palearctic migrant was seen well in a fruiting tree in the garden of our accommodation in 

Yabello. 

 

Drongos Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis divaricatus  

A common sight on tour this species was seen on 11 days. 

 

Monarch Flycatchers Monarchidae 

African Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone viridis ferreti  

Seen at Lake Bishoftu, our accommodation near Weliso, Gibe Gorge, Melka Gebdu track, Jemma 

Valley and the Bishangari area.  

 

Crows, Jays, and Magpies Corvidae 

Stresemann's Bushcrow (EN)  Zavattariornis stresemanni  

A strange and much sought-after species that we were happy to see on several occasions in the 

Yabello area. 

Red-billed Chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax baileyi  

We managed to find a pair of these birds on the Sanetti Plateau of the Bale Mountains. 

Cape Crow  Corvus capensis kordofanensis  

The most regularly encountered corvid, seen on 8 dates. 

Pied Crow  Corvus albus  

Seen at a variety of locations from Addis Ababa and Lake Cheleleka to the Jemma Valley and even 

more highland areas. 

Somali Crow  Corvus edithae  

Found on the Liben Plain, Bogol Manyo road and Yabello during the tour.  

Fan-tailed Raven  Corvus rhipidurus rhipidurus  

Seen on 7 days including in Gibe Gorge, Gemassa Gedel, Jemma Valley, Awash NP and the Yabello 

area.  

Thick-billed Raven  Corvus crassirostris  
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A massive corvid seen most regularly in the highlands of the Bale Mountains, Sanetti Plateau and 

later as we made our way from Yabello to Lake Awassa. 

 

Chickadees and Tits Paridae 

White-winged Black Tit  Melaniparus leucomelas leucomelas  

As with the next species we found a pair of these tits that were seen well at our lodge on the shores of 

Lake Langano.  

White-backed Black Tit  Melaniparus leuconotus  

A pair of these striking tits was seen well near Dinsho. 

Acacia Tit  Melaniparus thruppi  

Eventually seen well along the Bogol Manyo road. 

  

Penduline-Tits Remizidae 

Mouse-colored Penduline Tit  Anthoscopus musculus  

A sensationally small bird that we found in Awash NP, the Bogol Manyo road and Yabello.  

 

Larks Alaudidae 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix leucotis leucotis  

First seen en route to Weliso with many more good sightings on the Bilen Plain, Alledeghi Plains and 

Awash NP.  

Chestnut-headed Sparrow-Lark  Eremopterix signatus  

Seen on the Bilen Plain and in Awash NP. 

Foxy Lark                                                               Calendulauda alopex 

After some effort, we located two birds near Yabello.  

Red-winged Lark  Mirafra hypermetra  

A single bird was seen well on the Ilala Sala plain in Awash NP.  

Singing Bush Lark  Mirafra cantillans  

We had great views of a number of these larks on the Alledeghi Plains and the following day in 

Awash NP.  

Gillett's Lark  Mirafra gilletti  

Seen well in Awash NP and on the Bogol Manyo Road. 

Short-tailed Lark                                                    Spizocorys fremantlii 

It was a real bonus finding at least ten of these larks on the soda plains before reaching Yabello.  

Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae  

A common sight on the Ankober Escarpment and later on the Sanetti Plateau.  

Erlanger's Lark  Calandrella erlangeri  

Seen well in agricultural fields during our drive from Addis Ababa to Weliso. 

Greater Short-toed Lark                                       Calandrella brachydactyla 

A small flock of these larks was seen flying overhead on the Alledeghi Plains.  

Somali Short-toed Lark  Alaudala somalica  

Seen in good numbers on the Liben Plain. 

 

Bulbuls Pycnonotidae 
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Dodson's Bulbul  Pycnonotus dodsoni  

Common along the Bogol Manyo road and the Yabello area. 

Dark-capped Bulbul  Pycnonotus tricolor spurius  

Seen at our lodge in the Bale Mountains and the Harenna Forest. 

Common Bulbul                                                     Pycnonotus barbatus schoanus 

Recorded most days during the first half of the tour and later again at Lake Awassa. 

 

Swallows Hirundinidae 

Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera  

Found in the Harenna Forest on this tour. 

Brown-throated Martin  

 

   Riparia paludicola  

Found in mixed flocks with other swallows at Lake Cheleleka, near Dinsho and the Harenna Forest. 

Sand Martin     Riparia riparia  

In mixed hirundine flocks at Lake Cheleleka, Bilen Plain. Awash NP and Lake Langano.  

Banded Martin                                                      Riparia cincta 

Seen on our travel day from Lake Awassa to Addis Ababa. 

Barn Swallow     Hirundo rustica rustica  

Recorded on 11 different dates from Lake Cheleleka until Yabello.  

Ethiopian Swallow     Hirundo aethiopica  

Observed near Negele, Liben Plains and the Yabello area.  

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii smithii  

Seen at Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley, Lake Beseka, Awash NP and Lake Langano.  

White-tailed Swallow (VU)    Hirundo megaensis  

One of the highlights of the trip was seeing these swallows near Liben Plains and in the Yabello area.  

Eurasian Crag Martin    Ptyonoprogne rupestris  

Seen on the Ankober Escarpment and in Jemma Valley. 

Rock Martin  Ptyonoprogne fuligula  

Found at Lake Bishoftu, Jemma Valley, near Dinsho and near Yabello. 

Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum  

Seen in mixed hirundine flocks at Lake Cheleleka. 

Lesser Striped Swallow  Cecropis abyssinica  

A striking bird that was seen at Lake Bishoftu and the Yabello area. 

Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica  

A large swallow seen at Lake Bishoftu, the Ankober area and Bilen. 

 

Crombecs, African warblers Macrosphenidae 

Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura leucopsis  

Seen in Gibe Gorge and the Yabello area.  

Red-faced Crombec  Sylvietta whytii loringi  

First seen in Boshangari with later sightings near the Dawa River, Dhas village and the Yabello area. 

Somali Crombec  Sylvietta isabellina  

Two of these crombecs were seen well on the Bogol Manyo road. 
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Leaf-Warblers Phylloscopidae 

Brown Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus umbrovirens  

Seen well along the Ankober Escarpment and near Dinsho. 

Willow Warbler                                                    Phylloscopus trochilus 

Observed in Gibe Gorge, the Melka Gebdu track and Jemma Valley. 

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita  

Seen in Bishangari, Harenna Forest and along the Bogol Manyo road.  

 

Reed-Warblers and Allies Acrocephalidae 

Lesser Swamp Warbler  Acrocephalus gracilirostris  

Seen well at Lake Awassa and Awash NP. 

(H) Great Red Warbler 

Heard only at Lake Awassa. 

Sedge Warbler  

Acrocephalus arundinaceus 

 

Acrocephalus schoenobaenus  

Two birds seen at Lake Awassa. 

Eastern Olivaceous Warbler                               Iduna pallida elaeica 

Observed in Gibe Gorge, the Melka Gebdu track and Jemma Valley. 

Upcher’s Warbler Hippolais languida  

A single bird was found in woodland near the Dawa River.  

 

Grassbirds and Allies Locustellidae 

Little Rush Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala abyssinicus  

A difficult to see species at times that we were fortunate to find at Lake Awassa.  

Cinnamon Bracken Warbler  Bradypterus cinnamomeus cinnamomeus  

A skulker that was seen well on the lower slopes of the Harenna Forest and at our lodge in the Bale 

Mountains. 

 

Cisticolas and Allies Cisticolidae 

Red-faced Cisticola  Cisticola erythrops  

Seen by some in reedbeds in Gibe Gorge. 

Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans cantans  

This cisticola was prominent at our breakfast stop in the Jemma Valley. 

Rattling Cisticola                                                  Cisticola chiniana fricki 

Seen at Lake Cheleleka, woodland near Lake Beseka and in the Yabello area. 

Boran Cisticola                                                     Cisticola bodessa 

A very responsive pair was found along the Bogol Manyo road heading back to the Liben Plains. 

Ashy Cisticola  Cisticola cinereolus  

This pale cisticola was seen well in short Acacia shrub in Awash NP.  

Ethiopian Cisticola  Cisticola lugubris  

Seen at Lake Cheleka and at some highland marshes later in the tour.  

Tiny Cisticola  Cisticola nana  

Found in mixed flocks in the Yabello area. 
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Foxy Cisticola  Cisticola troglodytes ferrugineus  

This attractive little cisticola was seen well in Gibe Gorge.  

Desert Cisticola  Cisticola aridulus lavendulae  

Seen well in Awash NP. 

Pectoral-patch Cisticola  Cisticola brunnescens  

These minute birds were found in taller grass areas on the Liben Plains.  

Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava  

Found in thicket on the edge of Lake Cheleleka and later in the Bishangari area. 

Pale Prinia  Prinia somalica  

Seen on the Bogol Manyo road and en route to Yabello.  

Buff-bellied Warbler  Phyllolais pulchella  

Seen near our lodge in Awash NP and again in the woodland around Lake Langano.  

Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida  

First seen along the Bogol Manyo road with further sightings in the Yabello area. 

Red-fronted Warbler  Urorhipis rufifrons  

A single bird was seen well near the Dawa River.  

Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata  

More often heard than seen we nevertheless saw this warbler on 8 different dates including at Gibe 

Gorge, Awash NP and Bishangari amongst others. 

Grey Wren-Warbler  Calamonastes simplex  

A noisy inhabitant of woodland near our lodge in Awash NP, the Bogol Manyo road, the Dawa River 

and several sites in the Yabello area. 

Yellow-bellied Eremomela                                    Eremomela icteropygialis griseoflava 

Seen in small groups near Lake Beseka, the Bogol Manyo road, the Dawa River and Yabello. 

Yellow-vented Eremomela  Eremomela flavicrissalis 

A single bird was seen briefly by some in woodland near the Dawa River.  

 

Laughingthrushes Leiothrichidae 

Scaly Chatterer  Turdoides aylmeri  

A great find of a group of these birds at our lunch stop on the Bogol Manyo road.   

Rufous Chatterer  Turdoides rubiginosa  

We had a sighting of these birds in woodland on the Alledeghi Plains and later in the tour in the 

Yabello area.  

White-rumped Babbler  Turdoides leucopygia  

A noisy babbler that was seen well near our lodge in Awash NP and in the gardens of our lodge at 

Lake Awassa. 

 

Old World Warblers Sylviidae 

Abyssinian Catbird  Parophasma galinieri  

One of the most sought-after species on this tour, we had exceptional views near Dinsho and on the 

lower slopes of the Bale Mountains. 

African Hill Babbler                                             Pseudoalcippe abyssinica 

The group had good views of a bird at our lodge in the Bale Mountains. 
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Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla  

Seen on several occasions during our time in Gibe Gorge with further views of birds in the Bishangari 

area. 

Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca  

Seen in Gibe Gorge and the Bishangari area.  

Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis  

A Palearctic migrant that was seen well in thicket at Lake Cheleleka, the Bogol Manyo road and near 

Yabello. 

Menetries’s Warbler                                             Sylvia mystacea 

We found a female of this much sought-after species during our walk in the Bilen area. 

Brown Parisoma  Sylvia lugens  

It took a lot of effort but we eventually found a single bird on the lower sloped of the Bale Mountains. 

Sometimes this subspecies is considered a full species, Bale Parisoma. 

Banded Parisoma  Sylvia boehmi  

A warbler with a lovely call that allowed us great views near the village of Dhas and in the Yabello 

area. 

 

Yuhinas, White-eyes, and Allies Zosteropidae 

Abyssinian White-eye  Zosterops abyssinicus  

Recorded at Lake Bishoftu on the first day with subsequent sightings in the Yabello area including in 

the gardens of our accommodation there.  

Montane White-eye  Zosterops poliogastrus  

Seen in the Harenna Forest and in the vicinity of our lodge in the Bale Mountains.  

 

Treecreepers Certhiidae 

African Spotted Creeper  Salpornis salvadori erlangeri  

A fantastic little bird, we had great views of three of these birds at our lodge near Lake Awassa. 

 

Starlings Sturnidae 

Wattled Starling  Creatophora cinerea  

A gregarious species that was seen in small flocks in the Bilen area, Awash NP, the Alledgehi Plains 

and the Liben Plains area.  

Greater Blue-eared Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus cyaniventris  

The most often encountered starling species on this trip, observed on 12 days. 

Rüppell's Starling  Lamprotornis purpuroptera  

A large glossy starling seen in the Bilen area, Awash NP, Bishangari and Yabello.  

Golden-breasted Starling  Lamprotornis regius  

The macaw of the starling family that we were fortunate to see on three different days in the Yabello 

region and along the Bogol Manyo road. 

Superb Starling  Lamprotornis superbus  

One of the more commonly encountered starlings that was seen on 9 different dates. 

Shelley's Starling  Lamprotornis shelleyi  

Seen well on both days in the Yabello region.  
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White-crowned Starling  Lamprotornis albicapillus  

Found in good numbers on the Liben Plains and the surrounding areas of Yabello.  

Violet-backed Starling  Cinnyricinclus leucogaster  

This attractive bird was seen well in the Bishangari area.   

Red-winged Starling  Onychognathus morio rueppellii  

Seen at Lake Bishoftu, the Melka Gebdu track and en route to Lake Awassa on the second last day. 

Slender-billed Starling  Onychognathus tenuirostris tenuirostris  

These forest starlings were seen briefly near our lodge in the Bale Mountains and fleetingly in the 

Harenna Forest.  

Bristle-crowned Starling  Onychognathus salvadorii  

This impressive starling was seen well on lava fields near Lake Beseka. 

White-billed Starling                                            Onychognathus albirostris 

At least ten of these starlings were seen well in the Jemma Valley. 

Sharpe’s Starling Poeoptera sharpii  

We had a group of around 20 of these starlings feeding in fruiting trees in the Bishangari area.  

 

Oxpeckers Buphagidae 

Red-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus erythrorynchus  

Seen on 7 different dates at locations including Awash NP, the Bilen area and Yabello region.  

 

Thrushes and Allies Turdidae 

Abyssinian Ground Thrush  Geokichla piaggiae piaggiae  

A fantastic find of a single bird at our lodge in the Bale Mountains.  

Groundscraper Thrush  Turdus litsitsirupa simensis  

Seen on 5 different dates in the highland areas.  

African Thrush  Turdus pelios  

Observed in the Bishangari area and Lake Awassa. 

Bare-eyed Thrush  Turdus tephronotus  

A great find on our drive from the Dawa River to Yabello and later again in the Yabello area. 

Abyssinian Thrush  Turdus abyssinicus abyssinicus  

Seen mostly in the highland areas of the Bale Mountains and Harenna Forest. 

 

Old World Flycatchers Muscicapidae 

Black Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas podobe podobe  

A simply stunning little bird that was seen well in the Bilen area.  

Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas galactotes  

A good find in woodland on the Alledeghi Plains. 

White-browed Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys  

Observed in Awash NP and along the Bogol Manyo road.  

Abyssinian Slaty Flycatcher  Melaenornis chocolatinus  

Seen on a few occasions in the Harenna Forest. 

Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides  
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This all-black species was recorded at Lake Langano, the Bishangari area and later near Yabello. 

African Grey Flycatcher                                     Melaenornis microrhynchus 

A dry woodland species that was found in Awash NP, woodland around Lake Langano, the Bogol 

Manyo road and the Yabello region. 

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 

A Palearctic migrant that was seen only in Gibe Gorge. 

African Dusky Flycatcher  Muscicapa adusta minima  

This diminutive flycatcher was seen well at Lake Bishoftu, our lodge in the Bale Mountains, 

Bishangari and the Harenna Forest. 

Rüppell's Robin-Chat  Cossypha semirufa  

Seen only in the Bishangari area on this tour.  

White-browed Robin-Chat  Cossypha heuglini heuglini  

Seen well in Yabello and at our accommodation near Lake Awassa. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat  Cossypha natalensis intensa  

After some effort locating the bird, we finally managed good views near Bishangari.  

Spotted Palm Thrush  Cichladusa guttata  

A noisy inhabitant of woodland thicket that was seen well near Dhas and in the Yabello area.  

Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos  

First seen briefly in the Bilen area with a second and better sighting in Awash NP.  

Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus  

Two birds were seen well during our walk in the Bishangari area.  

Common Rock Thrush  Monticola saxatilis  

First seen en route to Lake Langano from Awash NP with subsequent sightings in the Yabello region. 

Little Rock Thrush  Monticola rufocinereus rufocinereus  

Seen on the first day at our lunch spot at Lake Bishoftu.  

Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitarius  

A pretty bird even in non-breeding plumage that was seen well in the Jemma Valley, the lava fields 

near Lake Beseka and finally near Dinsho. 

Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra  

Strangely this migrant species was seen only once in the agricultural fields near Addis Ababa on the 

first day.  

African Stonechat  Saxicola torquatus albofasciatus  

Seen on the lower slopes of the Ankober Escarpment, near Dinsho and en route from Yabello to Lake 

Awassa. 

Moorland Chat  Pinarochroa sordida sordida  

Common along the Ankober Escarpment, Jemma Valley and the Bale Mountains.  

Mocking Cliff Chat  Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris  

A striking chat that was seen well at Lake Bishoftu, Jemma Valley and near Yabello.  

Rüppell's Black Chat  Myrmecocichla melaena  

A regular sight in the Jemma Valley. 

Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe  

Rather surprisingly only seen once on this trip during our travels from the Bale Mountains to Negele. 

Red-breasted Wheatear  Oenanthe bottae frenata  
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An attractive wheatear seen on three different days with the best views coming at a highland marsh en 

route to Dinsho.  

Isabelline Wheatear  Oenanthe isabellina  

Seen on 14 different dates, numerous and seen well on most days.  

Pied Wheatear  Oenanthe pleschanka  

One of the more commonly encountered birds on the trip, recorded on 13 different dates. 

Blackstart  Oenanthe melanura  

Seen on two different days on the lava fields near Lake Beseka. 

Familiar Chat  Oenanthe familiaris  

A pair was seen well in Gibe Gorge.  

Brown-tailed Rock Chat  Oenanthe scotocerca  

Not as straightforward as usual but we did manage to great views of a pair of these chats near 

Yabello.  

Sombre Rock Chat  Oenanthe dubia  

After much searching, we eventually managed to find two birds on the lava fields near Lake Beseka.   

Abyssinian Wheatear  Oenanthe lugubris lugubris  

We had great views of a male in the Jemma Valley with another seen briefly near Lake Beseka. 

 

Sunbirds and Spiderhunters Nectariniidae 

Eastern Violet-backed Sunbird  Anthreptes orientalis  

First seen along the Dawa River with further sightings around Yabello. 

Nile Valley Sunbird  Hedydipna metallica  

We had three non-breeding birds during our walk in the Bilen area. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis proteus  

Seen at our accommodation in Yabello and en route to Negele. 

Hunter's Sunbird  Chalcomitra hunteri  

Found in drier areas than the previous species we had exceptional views along the Bogol Manyo road 

and again near the Dawa River. 

Tacazze Sunbird  Nectarinia tacazze tacazze  

A sunbird of higher elevations that was observed on the lower slopes of the Ankober Escarpment, 

near Dinsho, slopes of the Bale Mountains and the Harenna Forest.  

Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus pulchellus  

Certainly a beautiful bird with good sightings at Lake Bishoftu, Awash NP and the Bishangari area. 

Marico Sunbird  Cinnyris mariquensis osiris  

Seen on numerous occasions in the Yabello area. 

Shining Sunbird  Cinnyris habessinicus  

A stunning sunbird first seen at the lava fields near Lake Beseka and later again near the Dawa River. 

Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus  

Seen in Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley, Bishangari area, along the Bogol Manyo road and along the 

Dawa River.  

 

Old World Sparrows Passeridae 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser mahali melanorhynchus  
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Several good sightings on the Alledeghi Plains, Ilala Sala Plains, Awash NP, Bishangari area and 

woodland around Lake Langano.  

Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser superciliosus  

A neat bird that was seen well in Gibe Gorge. 

Grey-capped Social Weaver  Pseudonigrita arnaudi  

Found in association with the next species with amazing views at a small village called Dhas, en route 

to Yabello.  

Black-capped Social Weaver  Pseudonigrita cabanisi  

These gregarious weavers were seen well on both days in the Yabello region with the first views 

coming in the small village of Dhas. 

Shelley's Sparrow  Passer shelleyi  

An attractive sparrow that was seen well on the Liben Plains, soda plains en route to and in the 

general Yabello area.  

Swainson’s Sparrow                                              Passer swainsoni 

A common sight throughout the tour, recorded on 16 different dates.  

Bush Petronia  Gymnoris dentata  

A drab bird seen in Gibe Gorge, Jemma Valley, Bishangari area and along the Bogol Manyo road.  

Yellow-spotted Petronia  Gymnoris pyrgita pyrgita  

Recorded in the Bilen area, Alledeghi Plains and the Yabello region. 

 

Weavers and Allies Ploceidae 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis niger intermedius  

This species was most numerous in Awash NP, with sightings on 6 other days on the trip.  

White-headed Buffalo Weaver  Dinemellia dinemelli dinemelli  

A striking bird seen well on numerous occasions on the 9 different dates that it was seen including 

locations such as Awash NP, the Alledeghi Plains and the Bogol Manyo road. 

Speckle-fronted Weaver  Sporopipes frontalis frontalis  

Seen well in Gibe Gorge.  

Baglafecht Weaver  Ploceus baglafecht  

Mostly seen in the Bale Mountains area, namely Harenna Forest and later en route to Lake Awassa.  

Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus luteolus  

A single bird was found during our walk in the Bishangari area.  

Spectacled Weaver  Ploceus ocularis crocatus  

A pair of these weavers was seen well in the Bishangari area. 

Rüppell's Weaver  Ploceus galbula  

This species was first seen at Lake Bishoftu with several further sightings along the Melka Gebdu 

track and later in Awash NP.  

Lesser Masked Weaver  Ploceus intermedius intermedius  

A single breeding male was seen at the Elephant Rock near Yabello.  

Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus uluensis  

Seen on 8 different days with sightings at Lake Cheleleka and at our accommodation in Yabello being 

the best.  

Village Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus abyssinicus  
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Seen only in Gibe Gorge on this trip.  

Chestnut Weaver  Ploceus rubiginosus rubiginosus  

We had this species on our drive from the Dawa River to the soda plains en route to Yabello.  

Red-headed Weaver  Anaplectes rubriceps leuconotos  

Seen in Gibe Gorge and the Elephant Rock near Yabello.  

Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea aethiopica  

Seen on every day of the first half of the tour from the lakes near Addis Ababa all the way through to 

Awash NP and Lake Langano.  

Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus craspedopterus  

Found only in the Jemma Valley where we saw about 10 birds in total. 

Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus  

Seen only at Lake Cheleleka where it was present in good numbers but in non-breeding plumage. 

Yellow Bishop  Euplectes capensis xanthomelas  

Seen along the Ankober Escarpment, surrounding areas and the slopes of the Bale Mountains.  

Red-collared Widowbird  Euplectes ardens laticauda  

Seen well in the Jemma Valley and at Lake Awassa.  

 

Waxbills and Allies Estrildidae 

Red-billed Pytilia                                                 Pytilia lineata 

A mega bird that was seen at a lunch stop whilst travelling from Negele to Yabello.  

Green-winged Pytilia  Pytilia melba  

Seen well in Awash NP. 

Cut-throat Finch  Amadina fasciata  

Seen on 5 different dates being most numerous along the Ilala Sala plains.  

Abyssinian Crimsonwing  Cryptospiza salvadorii 

We had great luck in seeing 6 of these shy birds in the Harenna Forest. 

Bar-breasted Firefinch 

A scarce firefinch seen well in Gibe Gorge. 

Red-billed Firefinch  

Lagonosticta rufopicta 

 

Lagonosticta senegala  

Common and seen on at least 10 different dates. 

Black-faced Firefinch  Lagonosticta larvata larvata  

A fantastic find of a male in Gibe Gorge. 

Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu  Uraeginthus bengalus bengalus  

A regular sight that was found on 11 different dates. 

Purple Grenadier  Uraeginthus ianthinogaster  

A stunning waxbill that we saw best along the Bogol Manyo road and on both days in the Yabello 

region.  

Yellow-bellied Waxbill  Coccopygia quartinia quartinia  

Seen in the Harenna Forest, at the lodge in the Bale Mountains and Lake Awassa.  

Abyssinian Waxbill  Estrilda ochrogaster  

This special waxbill was seen well at Gibe Gorge. 

Crimson-rumped Waxbill  Estrilda rhodopyga  
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Preferring drier areas we managed to find this species along the Melka Gebdu track, Jemma Valley, 

Bilen area and whilst driving from Negele to Yabello.  

Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild peasei  

Seen near Dinsho, the small village of Dhas and later at Lake Awassa.  

Black-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda charmosyna charmosyna  

Good views of this pretty waxbill were had en route to Yabello from Negele and later in the Yabello 

area. 

Quailfinch  Ortygospiza atricollis fuscocrissa  

We were spoilt with superb views of a male at the edge of Lake Cheleleka on the first morning.  

African Silverbill  Euodice cantans orientalis  

Seen well along the Melka Gebdu track and later in the Bilen Plains area. 

Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata scutata  

These tiny birds were observed in Gibe Gorge. 

Black-and-white Mannikin  Lonchura bicolor poensis  

Several of these small seedeaters were seen on the road edge grasses in the Harenna Forest. 

 

Indigobirds Viduidae 

Village Indigobird  Vidua chalybeata ultramarina  

Seen on 5 days with the best views in Jemma Valley and around Lake Langano.  

Straw-tailed Whydah                                           Vidua fischeri 

A striking whydah that we were fortunate to see well on several occasions in the Yabello region.  

Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura  

Surprisingly only seen once in the Jemma Valley.  

Steel-blue Whydah                                               Vidua hypocherina 

What a sensational bird with several incredible sightings including as many as 7 breeding males in 

one tree in the Yabello area! One of the top sightings of the trip.  

Long-tailed Paradise Whydah  Vidua paradisaea  

A singleton was seen in Awash NP. 

 

Wagtails and Pipits Motacillidae 

Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava  

Several different ‘races’ of this beautiful wagtail species were seen on this trip with sightings on at 

least 9 different dates.  

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea cinerea  

This Palearctic migrant was seen at Lake Cheleleka, the Melka Gebdu track and later again in the 

vicinity of the Harenna Forest. 

Mountain Wagtail  Motacilla clara clara  

A neat wagtail that was found on the Melka Gebdu track, Jemma Valley and near to the Harenna 

Forest. 

White Wagtail  Motacilla alba alba  

A Palearctic migrant that was seen well on the Melka Gebdu track. 

African Pied Wagtail  Motacilla aguimp vidua  

A striking wagtail seen at Gibe Gorge and a wetland near Lake Beseka. 
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Golden Pipit                                                          Tmetothylacus tenellus 

A superb find of one young male along the Bogol Manyo road on this tour. 

Abyssinian Longclaw (NT)  Macronyx flavicollis  

Seen well at a lovely highland marsh en route to Dinsho and later on the Sanetti Plateau in the Bale 

Mountains. 

African Pipit  Anthus cinnamomeus cinnamomeus  

Seen on the first day around Lake Cheleleka with subsequent sightings near Dinsho and on the Liben 

Plains.  

Tawny Pipit  Anthus campestris  

Strangely only seen on the Alledeghi Plains on this tour. 

Long-billed Pipit  Anthus similis  

Seen on 4 consecutive days from Gibe Gorge to Lake Beseka. 

Plain-backed Pipit  Anthus leucophrys  

Two sightings, one en route to Dinsho from Lake Langano and the second of a few birds on the Liben 

Plains.  

Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis trivialis  

Seen by some during our time in Gibe Gorge. 

Red-throated Pipit  Anthus cervinus  

The most regularly encountered pipit seen on 7 days with good views at several localities particularly 

en route to Dinsho and along the Ankober Escarpment.  

 

Finches, Euphonias Fringillidae 

African Citril  Crithagra citrinelloides citrinelloides  

Seen mostly in the highlands around Dinsho, our accommodation in the Bale Mountains and the 

Harenna Forest. 

Yellow-rumped Seedeater  Crithagra xanthopygia  

We found a pair of these seedeaters during our descent into Gibe Gorge.  

Reichenow's Seedeater  Crithagra reichenowi  

Most often seen in the Yabello area with a few other scattered sightings. 

Yellow-throated Seedeater  Crithagra flavigula  

After much searching, we finally found three birds on the Melka Gebdu track.  

Salvadori's Seedeater  Crithagra xantholaema  

An attractive seedeater seen extremely well along the Bogol Manyo road.  

Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica  

Seen well during our time in Gibe Gorge.  

White-bellied Canary  Crithagra dorsostriata maculicollis  

A dry and arid-country dweller seen well in the Yabello region and near the Dawa River. 

Ankober Serin  Crithagra ankoberensis  

A rather nondescript seedeater seen well along the Ankober Escarpment.  

Northern Grosbeak-Canary  Crithagra donaldsoni  

A single sighting of this scarce canary was had along the Bogol Manyo road.  

Brown-rumped Seedeater  Crithagra tristriata  

Seen along the Ankober Escarpment, Jemma Valley, Dinsho, Harenna Forest and Bale Mountains. 
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Streaky Seedeater  Crithagra striolata striolata  

Seen along the Ankober Escarpment, Dinsho, Harenna Forest and Bale Mountains. 

Yellow-crowned Canary  Serinus flavivertex flavivertex  

A high elevation species seen well en route to Dinsho and near the Harenna Forest and at our lodge in 

the Bale Mountains. 

Ethiopian Siskin  Serinus nigriceps  

Common on the Ankober Escarpment and also seen in the highlands near Dinsho and the Bale 

Mountains. 

 

Buntings, Sparrows and Allies Emberizidae 

Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana  

Seen in Gibe Gorge, the Melka Gebdu track and Jemma Valley.  

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting  Emberiza tahapisi  

A total of 10 birds seen during our time in Jemma Valley.  

Somali Bunting  Emberiza poliopleura  

Pairs seen well along the Bogol Manyo road and the Yabello area.  

Striolated Bunting           Emberiza striolata 

Great views were had of this bunting on two occasions at the Lake Beseka lava fields. 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mammals (42 species in total)  
Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Hyraxes Procaviidae 

Rock Hyrax  
Seen on at least 5 different dates. 

Yellow-spotted (Bush) Hyrax 

Procavia capensis  

 

Heterohyrax brucei 

Seen at our lodge at Negash.  

 

Old World monkeys Cercopithecidae 

Grivet Monkey  Chlorocebus aethiops  

Best views at Negash with sightings on 5 other days.  

Bale Monkey 
Unfortunately heard only in the Bale Mountains.  

Vervet 

Seen once in the Jemma Valley. 

Guereza  

Chlorocebus dlamdjamensis 

 

 

Chlorocebus pygerythrus 

 

Colobus guereza  

A stunning monkey seen on several occasions with the best views coming at Negash. 

Olive Baboon  Papio anubis  

The most commonly encountered baboon on this trip, seen on 9 days. 
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Hamadryas Baboon  Papio hamadryas  

Seen often in association with the previous species near Lake Beseka and surrounds. 

Gelada Baboon  Theropithecus gelada  

We had a great sighting of a group of around 40 of these strange monkeys on the Ankober 

Escarpment early in the morning.  

 

Rabbits, Hares Leporidae 

Cape Hare  Lepus capensis 

Seen in Awash NP, the Liben Plains and near Lake Langano.  

Ethiopian Highland Hare  Lepus starcki  

A striking hare seen on three different occasions during one morning on the Sanetti Plateau.  

 

True Mice and Rats, Gerbils, Spiny Mice, Crested Rat Muridae 

Blick's Grass Rat  Arvicanthis blicki  

Common on the Sanetti Plateau. 

Black-clawed Brush-furred Rat  Lophuromys melanonyx 

Seen well on several occasions on the Sanetti Plateau. 

 

Mole Rats, Bamboo Rats and Zokors Spalacidae 

Giant Mole Rat  Tachyoryctes macrocephalus  

A bizarre rodent seen well on the Sanetti Plateau.  

 

Squirrels Sciuridae 

Gambian Sun Squirrel  Heliosciurus gambianus  

We had one of these delightful squirrels at our lodge on the shores of Lake Langano.  

Striped Ground Squirrel  Xerus erythropus  

Seen on our drive to Negele from Bale Mountains Lodge. 

Unstriped Ground Squirrel  Xerus rutilus  

A regular sight in the Yabello region.  

 

Cats Felidae 

Caracal 

Seen exceptionally well in the Harenna Forest! 

Serval 

Seen by some as we left Negele. 

Wild Cat  

Caracal caracal 

 

Leptailurus serval 

 

Felis silvestris lybica  

Two seen on the drive from Negele to Dawa River.  

 

Hyaenas, Aardwolf Hyaenidae 

Spotted Hyaena  Crocuta crocuta  

A singleton was seen during our full day in Awash NP.  

 

Wolves, Coyote, Foxes, Jackals Canidae 
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Golden Jackal (African Golden Wolf) Canis aureus  

Seen on 3 different occasions with the best views in Gibe Gorge.  

Black-backed Jackal  Canis mesomelas  

Two of these striking jackals were seen well on the Alledeghi Plains. 

Ethiopian Wolf  Canis simensis  

After a total of four unsuccessful crossings of the Sanetti Plateau those that had decided to give it a 

fifth attempt were rewarded with superb scope views of a pair and their two tiny pups at the den 

entrance! A simply sensational sighting of one of the world’s most endangered carnivores!  

Bat-eared Fox  Otocyon megalotis  

Two of these curious-looking foxes were seen well in Awash NP.  

 

Civets, Genets Viveridae 

Common Genet                                                    Genetta genetta 

Seen before first light as drove from Negele to the Dawa River. 

 

Pigs Suidae 

Desert Warthog 

Seen near the Dawa River en route to Yabello. 

Common Warthog  

Phacochoerus aethiopicus 

 

Phacochoerus africanus africanus  

Strangely common in the highlands with other sightings on the Bilen Plain.  

 

Hippopotamuses Hippopotamidae 

Hippopotamus  Hippopotamus amphibius  

These large animals were seen in Gibe Gorge.  

 

Zebras, Horses, Asses Equidae 

Grevy’s Zebra                                                      Equus grevyi 

Four of these dazzling zebra were seen in the extreme distance and haze of the Alledeghi Plain.  

 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats Bovidae 

Gerenuk  Litocranius walleri  

This bizarre antelope was a welcome sight in Awash and later with much better views on the soda 

plains en route to Yabello.  

Guenther's Dik-dik  Madoqua guentheri  

Seen in much drier areas than the next species along the Bogol Manyo road and near the Dawa River 

and soda plains en route to Yabello. 

Salt's Dik-dik  Madoqua saltiana  

A small antelope seen well on the Bilen Plain, Alledeghi Plains and Awash NP. 

Grant's Gazelle  Nanger granti  

Found in good numbers on the soda plains between Negele and Yabello.  

Soemmerring's Gazelle  Nanger soemmerringii  

A striking gazelle that was seen well on the Alledeghi Plains and Awash NP. 

Klipspringer  Oreotragus oreotragus  
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Seen well on one occasion on the escarpment of the Bale Mountains.  

Beisa Oryx  Oryx beisa  

Another beautiful antelope that was seen well on several occasions on the Alledeghi Plains and later 

at Awash NP.  

Bohor Reedbuck  Redunca redunca  

These antelope were found in marsh and wetland areas of the lower slopes of the highlands near 

Dinsho and the Bale Mountains. 

Common Duiker  Sylvicapra grimmia  

Seen near Dinsho and on the Bogol Manyo road.  

Mountain Nyala  Tragelaphus buxtoni  

A simply stunning antelope that was seen well near Dinsho and along the lower slopes of the Bale 

Mountains. One of many mammal highlights of this tour! 

Lesser Kudu  Tragelaphus imberbis  

Seen well in Awash NP and en route to Yabello from the Dawa River. 

Menelik’s Bushbuck  Tragelaphus scriptus meneliki  

A unique bushbuck subspecies that was seen well by some on the lower slopes of the Bale Mountains. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reptiles (3 in total: 3 seen)  
Status codes: E = Endemic, NE = Near-endemic, I = Introduced  

IUCN codes: CR = Critically endangered, EN = Endangered, VU = Vulnerable, EW = Extinct in the 

Wild, NT = Near Threatened, DD = Data Deficient  

 

Elapids Elapidae 

Black Mamba                                                      Dendroaspis polylepis 

We had an incredible sighting of this venomous snake at our lunch stop between the Dawa River and 

Yabello. 

 

Monitor Lizards Varanidae 

Nile Monitor  Varanus niloticus  

Seen on 5 different days with the best views coming at Gibe Gorge.  

 

Crocodiles and relatives Crocodylidae 

Nile Crocodile  Crocodylus niloticus  

Seen at Gibe Gorge. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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